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Rite of the Opening of the  
Door of Mercy  

in Local Churches
December 13, 2015 

Third Sunday of Advent

INTRODUCTION

The following Rite of the Opening of the Door of Mercy in Local Churches pertains both to the Churches of 
the Roman Rite and western Churches not of the Roman Rite. The competent authorities of the latter may 
adjust the ritual to meet local cultural norms. 

Bishops of the Easter Churches, if they wish, may adapt the rite in harmony with their own liturgical 
traditions.

The day

1. In the bull of indiction Misericrodiae Vultus (MV), Pope Francis decreed that the Holy Year will begin 
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8, 2015, with the 
opening of the Holy Door in the Basilica of St. Peter at the Vatican. On the following Sunday, December 
13, the Third Sunday of Advent, the opening of the Holy Door of the Cathedral of Rome, the Basilica of 
St. John Lateran, will take place. After that, the Holy Doors of the other Papal Basilicas will be opened. 
Moreover, the Holy Father decreed that on the same Sunday, “in every local church, at the cathedral — the 
mother church of the faithful in any particular area — or, alternatively, at the co-cathedral or another church 
with special meaning, a Door of Mercy will be opened for the duration of the Holy Year. At the discretion of 
the local ordinary, a similar door may be opened at any shrine frequented by large groups of pilgrims, since 
visits to these holy sites are so often grace-filled moments as people discover a path to conversion” (MV, 3).

The place

2. The Jubilee Year will be inaugurated in the cathedral of each diocese with the opening of the Door 
of Mercy at a single celebration of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. If, according to the norms of Canon Law, 
there is a co-cathedral in the diocese, an opening of the Door of Mercy will also take place there. 

Furthermore, a Eucharistic celebration will take place in other churches and shrines in which the dioc-
esan bishop has designated a Door of Mercy. A delegate of the bishop will preside over these ceremonies, at 
which one of the prayers below is recited at the main door (cf. nos. 40-45). 
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The nature of the celebration

3. The elements that make up the rite of the opening of the Door of Mercy reflect its character and 
meaning: 

- the mystery of God, rich in mercy and compassion (Eph 2:4 and Jas 5:11), manifested and brought 
about in Christ, the Father’s face of mercy (MV, 1), continually at work through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Jn 20:22-23);

- the recognition of Christ as the sole door through which we enter salvation (cf. Jn 10:9) and the one 
way that leads to the Father (Jn 14:6);

- the Church’s ongoing pilgrimage toward “Jesus Christ (who) is the same yesterday, today, and forever” 
(Heb 13:8). 

The celebrant

4. The diocesan bishop presides over the entire ceremony. This accords, on the one hand, with the Lord’s 
Day and the Church’s ancient tradition, and, on the other, with the extraordinary event of the Jubilee Year. 
The Mass of December 13, 2015, will be observed as a stational Mass (cf. Caeremoniale Episcoporum, 120) at 
which the priests, especially the bishop’s closest collaborators, concelebrate with him; the deacons, acolytes, 
and lectors perform their respective ministries, and the lay faithful are encouraged to attend inasmuch as 
possible. 

The specific symbolism of the opening celebration 

5. Within the context of the Eucharistic celebration, the specific gesture that marks the beginning of the 
extraordinary Holy Year is the opening of the Door of Mercy and the solemn procession of the local church 
— the bishop, clergy, and people — into the cathedral, the Mother Church of all the faithful, where the 
Pastor of the diocese exercises his magisterial role, celebrates the sacred mysteries, carries out the liturgical 
acts of praise and supplication, and guides the ecclesial community.

6. This liturgy is composed of five parts: 

- the statio, either in the church or in another appropriate place,
- the solemn procession,
- the opening of the Door of Mercy and the entrance into the cathedral,
- the renewal of Baptismal promises,
- and the celebration of the Eucharist.

The statio

7. The church chosen as the statio should be significant and sufficiently large to accommodate those par-
ticipating in the  introductory rites. It should be neither too far from the cathedral nor too close, but rather 
at a distance conducive to a procession.
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8. The constitutive moments of the statio are: the greeting and the initial exhortation, the proclamation 
of a Gospel passage, and the recitation of the opening section of the Bull of Indiction, Misericordiae Vultus.

The procession

9. The procession represents the Church’s pilgrimage, a practice that “has special place in the Holy Year, 
because it represents the journey each of us makes in this life” (MV, 14). The procession recalls the fact that 
“mercy is also a goal to reach and requires dedication and sacrifice” (ibid.)

10. Particularly appropriate for the procession are Psalm 86 which resonates with a sense of trust, total 
abandonment to God, and the hope of his saving help; and Psalm 25 which sings of the goodness of God in 
whom the Psalmist places his trust and finds serenity and peace. Due to its ancient and multifaceted role in 
solemn processions, the Litany of the Saints is also very suitable to this occasion. 

11. The Book of the Gospels plays an important role in this procession. It should be carried by a deacon. 
It represents both Christ walking among his people and his Word, the light that guides his disciples. 

The opening of the Door of Mercy and  
the entrance into the cathedral

12. The procession should proceed through the main door of the cathedral, which has particular Chris-
tological significance (cf. Jn 10:7,9) and serves as the Door of Mercy, a constant reminder of the meaning of 
this Extraordinary Jubilee. Using the words of Psalm 118, the bishop invokes the opening of the Door that 
leads to God’s merciful heart made accessible through the open side of Christ on the cross (cf. Jn 19:34). It is 
in fact the door that leads to salvation as the antiphon based on John 10:9 makes clear. The entrance should 
therefore be rendered solemn by:

- decorating the door with leafy branches or other ornamentation specific to the local culture, and with 
fitting Christological symbols;

- by placing special emphasis on the crossing of the threshold: before proceeding inside the cathedral, 
the bishop should pause together with the entire procession. During this pause, the door itself should 
be opened and the Book of the Gospels, the word of mercy, should be solemnly displayed, first toward 
the outside of the cathedral and then toward the inside while the antiphon “I am the door” is sung.  

13. Once the pause at the door is completed, the bishop, bearing the Book of the Gospels, moves in 
procession with the concelebrants toward the altar while the faithful take their places. During this time, the 
entrance antiphon for the Third Sunday of Advent or some other appropriate hymn is sung. 

Renewal of baptismal vows

14. The sacrament of Baptism is the door through which one enters the community of the Church. The 
rite of blessing the water and sprinkling the community with it is a living reminder of this sacrament. Indeed, 
Baptism is “the first sacrament of the New Law, through which those who firmly accept Christ in faith and 
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receive the Spirit of adoption become in name and in fact God’s adopted children. Joined with Christ in a 
death and resurrection like his, they become part of his Body. Filled with the anointing of the Spirit, they 
become God’s holy temple and members of the Church, ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people’” (The Book of Blessings, no. 1080). 

The celebration of the Eucharist

15. The celebration of the Eucharist, “as the action of Christ and of the People of God arrayed hierar-
chically, is the center of the whole Christian life for the Church both universal and local, as well as for each 
of the faithful individually. For in it is found the high point both of the action by which God sanctifies the 
world in Christ and of the worship that the human race offers to the Father, adoring him through Christ, 
the Son of God, in the Holy Spirit” (The General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 16). It is precisely for this 
reason that it stands at the apex of the inaugural celebrations of this Jubilee Year. In the Eucharist, the Father 
rushes with mercy to meet everyone who seeks God “with a sincere heart,” continually offering his covenant 
to mankind and giving us a foretaste of the eternity of his kingdom, where, we pray, “with the whole of cre-
ation, freed from the corruption of sin and death,” we may “glorify” the Father for ever (Eucharistic Prayer IV). 

Things to prepare

16. The following items should be prepared in the sacristy of the stational church:

- the liturgical vestments to be worn by the Bishop, the concelebrating priests, the deacons, and the 
other ministers at Mass;

- the cope, if the bishop is to wear one during the procession;
- the processional cross and candles;
- the Book of the Gospels; 
- the thurible and incense.

These items should be prepared in the cathedral:

- the basin with water to be blessed and used for the sprinkling rite; 
- everything necessary for the celebration of Mass (cf. General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 117-118).
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The Rite of Introduction in the Stational Church

17. On the Third Sunday of Advent, or at First Vespers 
of that Sunday, at the established time, the faithful gather in 
a nearby church or another fitting location outside the cathe-
dral (or co-cathedral), toward which the procession will be 
directed. 

18. The Bishop, concelebrating Priests, and Deacons put 
on violet (or rose) colored liturgical vestments and make their 
way to where the people are gathered. Instead of a chasuble 
the Bishop may vest in a cope, which he will remove after 
the procession.

19. While the Bishop and the ministers go to the places 
prepared for them, the Hymn of the Jubilee is sung. This 
hymn may be accompanied by the organ or other suitable 
instruments.

The Bishop turns to the people and says: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The people reply: Amen.

He then greets the people with these words:

The mercy of the Father, 
the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

The people reply: And with your spirit.

20. The Bishop invites the people to bless and praise God:  
 Cf. Ps 103

Glory to you, Father, who forgive our faults 
and heal our infirmities.

R. Your mercy endures forever.
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Glory to you, Lord, merciful and kind,
slow to anger and abounding in mercy.

R. Your mercy endures forever.

Glory to you, Lord; you who are a
tender Father toward your children. 

R. Your mercy endures forever.

or:

Blessed are you, Father:
you alone have done great things for us. Cf. Ps 136:4

R. Your love endures forever.

Blessed are you, only begotten Son:
you have freed us from our sins with your blood. 

Cf. Rv 1:5

R. Your love endures forever.

Blessed are you, Holy Spirit:
consoler of the soul and its most soothing relief. 

 Cf. Sequence for Pentecost

R. Your love endures forever.

21. The Bishop then delivers a brief exhortation in these 
or similar words.

Dearly beloved brothers and sisters,
with eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful face,
the Holy Father, on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

 Conception,
inaugurated an Extraordinary Jubilee,
thus opening to us and to all men and women
the door of God’s mercy.

In communion with the universal Church,
this celebration marks the solemn beginning
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of the Holy Year in our diocesan Church; 
a prelude to the profound experience of grace and 

 reconciliation 
that awaits us this year.

We shall joyfully listen to
the Gospel of mercy
that Christ the Lord, the Lamb of God who takes 

away  
the sins of the world,

continually proclaims throughout the world,
inviting us to rejoice in his love:
a love announced again and again to every creature on 

earth.

22. After the exhortation, the bishop says the following 
prayer:

Let us pray. Cf. Masses for Various Occasions,  
 “For Reconciliation,” Opening Prayer, n. 2

O God, author of true freedom,
who desired to gather the whole human race into one      

people, 
unshackled from the chains of slavery;
and who give to us, your children, a time of mercy and 

 forgiveness;
grant that your Church,
ever expanding in freedom and peace,
may brilliantly shine out to all as a sacrament of sal-

vation;
and make known and active in the world the mystery 

of your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

23. The proclamation of the Gospel by the deacon fol-
lows.

+ A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 15:1-7

There will be rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who converts
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Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to lis-
ten to him, but the Pharisees and scribes began to com-
plain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” So to them he addressed this parable. “What man 
among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them 
would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after 
the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he 
sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says 
to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost 
sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous people who have no need of repentance.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

24. After the Gospel there may be a short period of 
silence. Then a Lector will read the beginning of the Bull of 
Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee. 

From the Bull of Indiction of the  
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy

Misericordiae Vultus (1-3)

Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These 
words might well sum up the mystery of the Christian 
faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Naz-
areth, reaching its culmination in him. The Father, “rich 
in mercy” (Eph 2:4), after having revealed his name to 
Moses as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6), 
has never ceased to show, in various ways throughout his-
tory, his divine nature. In the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), 
when everything had been arranged according to his plan 
of salvation, he sent his only Son into the world, born of 
the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive way. 
Whoever sees Jesus sees the Father (cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of 
Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire person 
reveals the mercy of God.
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We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of 
mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. Our 
salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very 
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the 
fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person 
who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters 
on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God 
and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved 
forever despite our sinfulness.

At times we are called to gaze even more attentively 
on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of 
the Father’s action in our lives. For this reason I have pro-
claimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time 
for the Church, a time when the witness of believers might 
grow stronger and more effective.

25. After this reading is complete, the Deacon or another 
minister says the following to begin the procession:

Brothers and sisters,
let us go forth in the name of Christ:
He is the way that leads us
in the year of grace and mercy. 

PROCESSION

27. The Bishop places incense in the thurible. The pro-
cession to the cathedral (or co-cathedral) where Mass will be 
celebrated then begins. The thurifer, carrying the lit thurible, 
goes first, followed by the Deacon carrying the festively dec-
orated processional cross. On each side of him is a candle 
bearer, followed by the Deacon bearing the Book of the Gos-
pels, then the Bishop, and behind him, the Priests and other 
ministers, followed by the lay faithful. During the procession, 
the people and the choir sing the antiphons and psalms pro-
posed below. The Litany of the Saints and other appropriate 
chants may also be sung. 

Antiphon

I will sing of the love of the Lord at all times,
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throughout every generation
my mouth shall proclaim his fidelity. Cf. Ps 89:2

or:

 Blessed are the merciful,
 for they shall receive mercy. Mt 5:7

or:

 The Lord is good to all,
 compassionate to every creature. Ps 145:9

From Psalm 86

Hear me, Lord, and answer me,
for I am poor and oppressed.
Preserve my life, for I am loyal;
save your servant who trusts in you.

You are my God; pity me, Lord;
to you I call all the day.
Gladden the soul of your servant;
to you, Lord, I lift up my soul.

Lord, you are kind and forgiving,
most loving to all who call on you.
Lord, hear my prayer;
listen to my cry for help.

In this time of trouble I call,
for you will answer me.
None among the gods can equal you, O Lord;
nor can their deeds compare to yours.

All the nations you have made shall come
to bow before you, Lord,
and give honor to your name.
For you are great and do wondrous deeds;
and you alone are God.

Teach me, Lord, your way
that I may walk in your truth,
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single-hearted and revering your name.

I will praise you with all my heart,
glorify your name forever, Lord my God.
Your mercy to me is great;
you have rescued me from the depths of Sheol.

O God, the arrogant have risen against me;
a ruthless band has sought my life;
to you they pay no heed.

But you, Lord, are a merciful and gracious God,
slow to anger, most loving and true.

or:

From Psalm 25

I wait for you, O Lord:
I lift up my soul to my God.
In you I trust; do not let me be disgraced;
do not let my enemies gloat over me.

No one is disgraced who waits for you,
but only those who lightly break faith.
Make known to me your ways, Lord;
teach me your paths.

Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.
For you I wait all the long day,
because of your goodness, Lord.

Remember your compassion and love, O Lord,
for they are ages old.
Remember no more the sins of my youth;
remember me only in light of your love.

Good and upright is the Lord,
who shows sinners the way,
Guides the humble rightly,
and teaches the humble the way.
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All the paths of the Lord are faithful love
toward those who honor his covenant demands.
For the sake of your name, Lord,
pardon my guilt, though it is great.

Who are those who fear the Lord?
God shows them the way to choose.
They live well and prosper,
and his descendants inherit the land.

The counsel of the Lord belongs to the faithful;
the covenant instructs them.
My eyes are ever upon the Lord,
who frees my feet from the snare.

Look upon me, have pity on me,
for I am alone and afflicted.
Relieve the troubles of my heart;
bring me out of my distress.

Put an end to my affliction and suffering;
take away all my sins.
See how many are my enemies,
see how fiercely they hate me.
Preserve my life and rescue me;
do not let me be disgraced, for in trust in you.

ENTRANCE INTO THE CATHEDRAL

28. The procession stops at the main door of the cathedral 
(or co-cathedral). Here the Bishop says: 

Open the gates of justice,
we shall enter and gives thanks to the Lord.  

 Cf. Ps 118:19

29. As the door opens, the Bishop says:

This is the Lord’s gate:
let us enter through it and obtain mercy and forgive-

ness. 

30. The Deacon gives the Book of the Gospels to the 
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Bishop. Standing at the threshold, the Bishop holds up the 
Book of the Gospels while the antiphon indicated here (or 
another appropriate antiphon) is sung. While the Book of the 
Gospels is shown, the Deacon carrying the processional cross 
stands directly next to the Bishop.

Antiphon

I am the gate, says the Lord,
whoever enters through me, will be saved;
he will enter and go out and find pasture. Cf. Jn 10:9

31. Once the antiphon is finished, the procession begins 
again and moves toward the altar: The thurible, cross, and 
candles go first; the Bishop proceeds next with the Book of 
the Gospels, followed by the Priests, the other ministers, 
and the faithful. In the meantime the entrance antiphon or 
another appropriate antiphon is sung. 

Entrance Antiphon      Phil 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always: 
 again I say, rejoice,
for the Lord is near! 

32. Once the Bishop reaches the altar, he places the Book 
of the Gospels upon it. Then, if he has worn a cope for the 
procession, he removes it and puts on a chasuble. He then 
reverences the altar, incenses it, and finally goes to his chair. 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  
AND RENEWAL OF VOWS

33. A container with water to be blessed is brought to the 
Bishop. The Bishop then invites everyone to pray in these or 
similar words. 

My dear brothers and sisters,
let us ask the Lord to bless this water,
a reminder of our Baptism. 
With it, let us invoke the Lord’s mercy and salvation 
that come through the power of the resurrection of  

Jesus Christ.



16

Everyone prays in silence for a short time.
Then the Bishop continues with hands joined.

Almighty God, Cf. Roman Missal, Aspersion Rite,  
 Form 1, second prayer
creator and source of all life, 
bless + this water 
and grant that we your faithful,
sprinkled from this purifying font,
may receive the forgiveness of sins,
deliverance from all evil,
and the grace of your protection.
In your mercy, O Lord, give us 
a spring of living water
springing up to eternal life,
so that, free from every danger,
we may come to you with pure hearts.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

34. The Bishop takes the aspergillum and first sprinkles 
himself, then the concelebrants, then the ministers, and 
finally the people, walking through the nave of the cathedral 
(or co-cathedral). While this is taking place, the following 
antiphons or other appropriate songs are sung.

Antiphon

Cleanse me with hyssop, O Lord, that I may be pure;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Cf. Ps 51:9

or:

Purify me, O Lord:
and I will be whiter than snow. 

or:

I will pour pure water upon you, 
and you will be cleansed of every sin,
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and I will give you a new heart, says the Lord.  
 Cf. Ez 47:1-2,9

35. The Bishop then returns to his chair and says: 

May almighty God cleanse us of our sins, 
and through the celebration of this Eucharist
make us worthy to share at the table of his Kingdom.

R. Amen.

36. The Bishop then sings or says the Collect. 
Let us pray.

O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

37. Mass proceeds as usual. 

CONCLUDING RITES

38. Before the final solemn blessing, the faithful are to be 
informed of the churches and shrines in which the bishop has 
designated a Door of Mercy for gaining a plenary indulgence 
throughout the Jubilee Year. He then says: 

We now turn our thoughts to Mary, the Mother of 
Mercy. May her merciful gaze be upon us throughout this 
Holy Year, so that all of us may rediscover the joy of God’s 
tenderness. 

The assembly then invokes Mary, Mother of Mercy, by 
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singing the Salve Regina or the Alma Redemptoris Mater or 
another appropriate song.

The Bishop then imparts the solemn blessing for the sea-
son of Advent.

 

39. After the blessing, the Deacon announces the dis-
missal as usual. If deemed appropriate, he may say: “Be mer-
ciful, just as your heavenly Father is merciful. Go in peace.” 
The people reply: “Thanks be to God.” The assembly then 
goes forth, praising and thanking God. 
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The Opening of the Jubilee Year in Churches and 
Shrines Designated By the Diocesan Bishop

40. In the churches and shrines where the bishop has 
designated a Door of Mercy, the Bishop’s delegate, at the 
appointed time, presides over a Eucharistic liturgy for the 
Third Sunday of Advent. 

At the beginning of the celebration, the celebrant makes 
his way to the main door of the church or shrine where, after 
the entrance antiphon has been sung, he begins the celebra-
tion with the Sign of the Cross and the greeting as indicated 
in n. 19. He then invites the congregation to bless and praise 
the Lord using one of the formulas indicated in n. 20. Once 
these invocations are finished, he says the following prayer: 

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, Lord, holy Father,
who sent your Son into the world
to gather all men and women,
wounded and scattered by sin, 
into one body through the shedding of his blood.

You appointed him both shepherd and gate for the 
sheep,

so that whoever enters may be saved,
and whoever comes in and goes out 
will find pasture for eternal life.

Grant that your faithful may pass through this gate,
and be welcomed into your presence,
so that they may experience, O Father, your abundant 

mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
  Cf. Book of Blessings, 1229

R. Amen.

41. At the conclusion of this prayer, the celebrant intro-
duces the sprinkling rite with these or similar words: 
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Dear brothers and sisters, this year of mercy, inaugu-
rated by the Holy Father, invites each of us to a profound 
experience of grace and reconciliation. 

The sprinkling of this holy water is a reminder of our 
baptism. 

It recalls the mercy and salvation we have received
through the power of Christ’s resurrection.

42. After this introduction, the celebrant, accompanied 
by the ministers, begins to move toward the altar, sprinkling 
the people with holy water taken from the font at the main 
entrance. In the meantime, the antiphons indicated in n. 34, 
or other appropriate songs, are sung.

43. After making a profound bow before the altar and 
reverencing it with a kiss, the celebrant incenses it and makes 
his way to the chair where he pronounces the formula indi-
cated in n. 35.

44. The Mass continues as usual with the Collect.

45. At the end of Mass, the assembly may be dismissed 
with the formula indicated in n. 39.
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The Closing Celebration of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee in Local Churches

November 13, 2016 

Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

INTRODUCTION

The following directives for the Closing Celebration of the Extraordinary Jubilee in Local Churches regards the Churches 
of the Roman Rite and Churches of other Western, non-Roman rites. The competent authorities of the latter may 
make changes to adapt the ritual to their particular cultures.

Pastors of Eastern Churches may, if they desire, offer directives in harmony with their own liturgical traditions. 

The day

1. In the Bull of Indiction Misericordiae Vultus, Pope Francis decreed that the Holy Year would conclude on 
November 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, with the closing of the Holy 
Door in the Basilica of St. Peter’s at the Vatican. On the preceding Sunday, November 13, the Thirty-Third Sunday 
of Ordinary Time, the Jubilee will be brought to a close in local churches. 

The place

2. In local Churches, there should be a single celebration of the Eucharist in the cathedral for the closing of the 
Jubilee Year.

In other churches and shrines that have been designated by the diocesan Bishop as sites of a Door of Mercy, a 
Eucharistic celebration of thanksgiving should be celebrated, presided over by a delegate of the Bishop. 

The celebrant

3. Both the nature of the day and the Church’s tradition make it most fitting that the Bishop preside over the 
entire celebration. Priests, especially his closest collaborators, should concelebrate with the Bishop. Deacons, Acolytes, 
and Lectors each exercise their respective ministries, and the faithful are strongly encouraged to attend inasmuch as 
possible. If a closing celebration occurs simultaneously in the co-cathedral, the latter ceremony should be presided 
over by a delegate of the Bishop. 



22

The celebration of the Eucharist

4. The Mass that concludes the Extraordinary Jubilee is essentially a Sunday celebration of the Eucharist. If the 
Bishop deems it appropriate, he may use the Mass for Giving Thanks to God, found among the Masses for Various 
Needs (no. 49) in the Roman Missal. The readings are those assigned to the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
Year C. 

Expression of thanksgiving

5. After the Prayer after Communion, the Bishop, in a way harmonious with the liturgical celebration, gives 
thanks to God for the graces received during the Jubilee Year and invites the assembly to join him in rendering 
thanks. The Magnificat, insofar as it is the Virgin Mary’s song of thanksgiving shared by the Church, is particularly 
appropriate here.

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

6. On the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, at the 
appointed time, the faithful gather in the cathedral church. 

7. Once the people have gathered, the Bishop, concel-
ebrating Priests, and Deacons, vested in green liturgical vest-
ments, begin their entrance procession. The choir and people 
join in singing the official hymn of the Jubilee Year. 

8. The Bishop reverences the altar and proceeds to his 
chair. He then addresses the assembly in these words.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  
Holy Spirit.

The people reply: Amen.

He then greets the people:

May the mercy of the Father, 
the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

The people reply: And with your spirit. 

9. The Bishop introduces the assembly to the celebration 
in these or similar words: 
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Dearly beloved brothers and sisters,
we have reached the end of the Jubilee Year.
It has been an extraordinary time of grace and mercy.
In this Eucharistic celebration, we raise our voices to 

the Father
in a hymn of praise and thanksgiving
for all the gifts he has bestowed upon us. 
Once more, before approaching these sacred mysteries,
let us invoke the soothing balm of his mercy
acknowledging that we are sinners 
and forgiving one another from the bottom of our 

hearts. 

10. After a brief period of silence, the Deacon or another 
minister says or sings the following invocations:

Cf. the Roman Missal, Season of Lent

You command us to forgive one another before 
approaching your altar: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.   Or:  Kyrie, eleison.

You invoked mercy upon sinners as you hung upon the 
cross: Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.   Or:  Christe, eleison.

You entrust the ministry of reconciliation to your 
Church, Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.   Or:  Kyrie, eleison. 

11. The Bishop concludes:

May Almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

R. Amen.

12. The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) 
is then sung and the Mass continues as usual. 
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CONCLUDING RITES

13. Following the Prayer after Communion, the bishop 
invites all those present to thank the Lord for all the spiritual 
gifts he has bestowed upon them during the Jubilee Year. He 
may do this in these or similar words:

Brothers and sisters,
let us joyfully thank God,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Throughout this year of grace,
he has bestowed on us every heavenly blessing in 

Christ.
He has given us this precious time 
of mercy and conversion.

Let us express our thanks and joy
in the words of the Virgin Mary, our Mother. 
As we sing the Lord’s mercy extending to every genera-

tion, 
let us ask him to pour out, like the morning dewfall, 

that same mercy unceasingly upon the entire world.

14. The Bishop and people then sing the Magnificat.

15. Once the canticle is finished, the Deacon says:

Bow down for the blessing.

16. Then the Bishop, with hands extended over the 
people, says the following prayer. Cf. Roman Missal, 
     Eighteenth Sunday  
 in Ordinary Time, Collect 

Show us your mercy, Lord,
and come to the aid of your people 
who call upon you as their shepherd and guide;
restore what you have created
and keep safe what you have restored.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
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And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, + and the Son, + and the Holy + Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

17. After the blessing, the Deacon announces the dis-
missal as usual. If deemed appropriate, he may say: “Be mer-
ciful, just as your heavenly Father is merciful. Go in peace.” 
The people reply: “Thanks be to God.” The assembly then 
goes forth, praising and thanking God.
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