Act of Worship

“OPPORTUNITIES”

Year 2
‘Lent, the opportunity to turn towards what 
is good in preparation for Easter’’
’
Focal Point: Lighted candle

Cross draped with a white

/purple cloth

Sandals, bowl, towel
Church’s Story 2 p52, 64-75

Bible opened at John 13
Picture of washing feet

We begin our prayer by making the sign of the cross – a sign which reminds us of how much God loves us… In the name of the Father…
Leader:
We have been looking at the opportunities there are in each day to choose what is good.
The children may share some of the work done in ‘Explore’ 
Leader: We have also been learning how Lent, which lasts for 40 days, is a special time in the Church’s year which provides Christians with the opportunity to choose to pray, to give up things and to give money to people in need.

Put Church’s Story 2 pages 66-67 on the IWB and talk about opportunities to do good and/or the CAFOD calendars or project for Lent. 
The children may share any work completed on how Lent is an opportunity to do good. 

Reader: In the country where Jesus lived the roads were dusty and dry so it was the custom to wash your feet before a meal, usually it was a lowly servant who did this. The disciples were very surprised by what happened at the beginning of the meal we now know as the Last Supper. The story is found in John’s gospel. Here is what happened.
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St John

Glory to You, O Lord

We make the sign of the cross on our forehead, lips and heart, in preparation to hear the Good News of the Gospel. We make the sign of the cross on our foreheads to show we believe in God’s Word, on our lips to show we try to speak God’s Word to others, and on our hearts to show we love God’s Word and will try to live a good life.   

So Jesus rose from the table, took off his outer garment, and tied a towel around his waist. Then he poured some water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his waist. He came to Peter, who said to him,

‘Are you going to wash my feet, Lord?’

Jesus answered him, ‘You do not understand now what I am doing, but later you will’

Peter protested, ‘You will never wash my feet!’

‘If I do not wash your feet,’ Jesus answered,‘you will no longer be my disciple.’

Peter answered, ‘Lord, do not wash only my feet, then! Wash my hands and head, too!

Jesus said, ‘It is enough to wash your feet.’

After Jesus had washed their feet, he put his outer garment back on and returned to his place at the table.

 ‘Do you understand what I have just done to you?’ he asked.

‘You call me teacher and Lord, and it is right that you do so, because that is what I am. I, your Lord and teacher, have just washed your feet. You, then, should wash one another’s feet. I have set an example for you, so that you will do just what I have done for you.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ
On Maundy Thursday during Holy Week a special Mass is celebrated and the priest washes people’s feet to remind everyone that Jesus did that. Jesus wanted to show his friends how they must behave towards each other – caring for and looking after each other. 

Children may share some of the work done in ‘Reveal’ including ‘The Stations of the Cross’ and Easter Sunday
Reader: That we will remember to thank God each day for loving us.

All:     Lord, help us to take opportunities to do good.
Reader: That we may be kinder and more loving to friends and family.

All:      Lord, help us to take opportunities to do good
Reader: That we may appreciate all those who help us 

All:      Lord, help us to take opportunities to do good
Reader: That we may be grateful for Jesus’ love for us

All:      Lord, help us to take opportunities to do good
Reader:  That we may be more helpful in the classroom.

All:      Lord, help us to take opportunities to do good

Leader: Let us pause for a moment and think of one opportunity we will take to do good before Easter to help us grow to be more like Jesus….
Bless us each day. Give us all we need to choose to be more like you, for you have made us and know us and love us. Amen.

                   Sing an appropriate hymn to end your act of worship
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