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Catholic Social Teaching

Mission Statement
St. Mary’s school community follows the teachings of Jesus Christ, working together to develop the whole child, in a spiritual, moral, academic, physical,

social and emotional way, within a caring and supportive environment.

At St. Mary’s we have taken the decision to concentrate on particular aspects of Catholic Social Teaching in particular months over the course of the year
although we know that we will also focus on specific themes as appropriate.

Month Catholic Social Teaching Focus
September The dignity of the human person
October Rights and Responsibilities
November We are called to live as family and community
January Promotion of Peace
February Solidarity
March An option for the poor and vulnerable
May The dignity and rights of workers
June We are called to stewardship
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The Dignity of the Human Person

Each one of us is special because of God’s
love. We must treat others in a caring way
because they were made by God too.

| am special to God because...




Promotion of Peace

When we fall out with our friends we must
say sorry. We must try to live in peace and get
on with everyone. This is not easy but Jesus
wants us to keep on trying.

| will try to be friends with everyone by...




Rights and Responsibilities

All of God’s people need food, clothes, work, a
home, school, and a doctor. Some people
have what they need but many people do not.

Jesus wants the people who have what they
need to help others.

| can help others by...




Love, Listen and Learn

We are Called to Live as Family and Community

Jesus knows that people can only be happy if
they have families and friends. He tells us that
we can let these important people help us. He
asks us to help them too.

| can help my family and friends by...
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Solidarity

All people are God’s children. That makes us
brothers and sisters. We are connected to each
other. We can be very different from each other
but we are still one family. We are God’s family.

| am part of God’s family because...
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An Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

You need food, water, a house, your school, a
doctor. So does everybody else on the whole
Earth, but there are many people who do not
have these things. Jesus wants us to take extra
good care of these people.

| can take care of people by...
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The Dignity and Rights of Workers

All people work in some way. Their work should
be safe and helpful to them because God made
them. By our work we help ourselves and others
and we show our love to God.

| show my love to God by...
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We are called to Stewardship

God made the earth and sky, the people, animals
and flowers. God tells us we must take good care
of them. It is an important job.

| can take care of things by...
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means mu.n: of us is very special. It is not important if you
if you have many toys or no toys. What is important
of God’s love. And we must treat others in a

happy if they have families and friends. He tells us
ant:-people ‘help us. He asks us to help them too.

_need these things: food, work, clothes, a-home, a school, and a doctor
ick. Every single person on earth needs these. Some people have
ny people don't. Jesus wants the people who already have what
.others. Jesus wants us to take care of this,

d sky. God made all the people ali over the world. God made the
d d butterflies and tigers and pandas and all the other animals. .God
made the tulips; the trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must
take good care of them. It is an important job.

‘An Option for the _n d Vulnerable
You need food, water, a house, your school, a good doctor and a job for the grown-up
who takes care of you. So does everybody else on the whole Earth. Byt there are many

.people who do-nat-have these:things. Jesus wants us:to-take extra good care-of these
people.

The Di a f Wo ] 1
All people work in some way. Their work should be safe and helpful to them because God
made them. By our work, we help ourselves and others, and we show our love to God

: mo_mmnw_ﬂ.. , T i ; ; - ) R e
All people are God's children. That makes us brothers and sisters. We are connected to

each other. It is as if everyone in the world held hands! We can be very different from
each other, but we are still one family—God’s a:._:x.

Promotion of pea . : : . : e

When we fall out with our friends we must say sorry, try to put things right and then try to
be even better friends, We must always try to live in peace and get on with everyone. This
is not easy but Jesus wants us to keep on trying. AP e R,
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Thed of the human person ! .

God made each one of us. This makes us incredibly special. It doesn’t matter who we are,
who our friends are, what we own, or what we look like. What matters is that we are special
because we are God’s children. This means that we must treat others with respect and
fairness because God made us all.

and communit
Jesus understood that people need each other. We all need our families, friends and -
neighbours, He tells us that these important people can help us. Jesus says we must

help them too. Doing this, we create a loving community where everyone can live life to the
full. : .

Rights and responsibilities

All God’s people have the right to food, work, clothes, a home, school and medical care.
These ‘rights” are things that every person on earth needs in order to live a full life, But
many people do not have them. Jesus wants people who enjoy these rights to help their

D

SISters and brothers obtain thelr fights, TE 15 ot enough to feel badly for others, Jesus says -
it is our responsibility to see that everyone receives his or her rights.

We are called to stewardshi
The earth and all life on it is God’s creation. We are called to take care of it because it is a
holy gift from God and the only place we can live. When we make bad or thoughtless use of
the world’s resources, many people suffer, When we make good choices about how we treat
other living things (people, animals, plants) we help all living things to live as God intends.
Making wise choices about the care of God’s creation is called good stewardship.

An option for the poor and vulnerable

Every person needs food, water, work, housing, school, and medical care. Those who do not
have these are poor. Our Church teaches that these sisters and brothers must be treated
with extra respect and extra care and have access to what they need. Those who are not
poor must share what they have with others because the gifts of God’s world are for all
people. . e A it - Sl 8

Everyone’s work is of value. There are many kinds of work. In each job, workers deserve to
be treated with respect, work safely, work reasonable hours, and earn fair wages. They
deserve this because they are made by God. Our work gives us the means to live, but it is
also a chance to use the talents God gives us.- Our work is our Way of cooperating with God
to help create a better world. . F

Solidarity : e
The world’s peoples are interdependent. That means we need each other if we are to live.
We must work together if we are to go on fiving. W we walk alongside our sisters

and brothers around the world and learn’ her, we call this solidarity,

mwn still one family—the _ﬂm.i_m of

Even though there are huge distances between tis
God. s

We are called to forgive others. When wi
things right not just by saying sorry bu
in peace with one another. He says.wen
again. This is not easy and we all need t
world, : :

ething wrong we must try to put

r vm:mfo:_.. Jesus teaches us to five
$€ who hurt us and make friends

'Ag peace in order to have one just

CAFOD

Just-one world
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