RE LESSON 4
Focus Question: Does it matter how you bring about God’s kingdom? Nelson Mandela’s dream for the world AT 1 (iii)

To review a quote which sums up the work of Nelson Mandela.

HOM- Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision.

Use these links and the biography to help you research and complete the bubble map:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/zj3p8xs
http://projectbritain.com/calendar/july/NelsonMandela.html

Nelson Mandela: A short biographySetting

Mandela was born on 18 July 1918 in the village of Mvezo in Umtata. At the time it was part of South Africa's Cape Province. He was born into the Xhosa clan and given the name Madiba. 
Madiba’s mother was a Methodist and Madiba was baptized in the Methodist Church in the village of Qunu. 
Madiba’s family was ‘royalty’ within their clan, however he was still expected to help: when he was five Madiba’s first job was as a shepherd. He was seven when he started school and the first member of his family to ever go to school.  On his first day at school he was given the name, Nelson. 
Mandela wrote: 
"No one in my family had ever attended school [...] On the first day of school my teacher, Miss Mdingane, gave each of us an English name. This was the custom among Africans in those days and was undoubtedly due to the British bias of our education. That day, Miss Mdingane told me that my new name was Nelson. Why this particular name, I have no idea!"
After he finished primary school he was sent to the Methodist school Clarkebury, 25 miles south-west of Umtata. The governor, the Rev Cecil Harris, was the first white man he ever shook hands with. His first day in class was also the first time he wore shoes. When he was 19, Nelson moved to another Methodist school, Healdtown, in Fort Beaufort. In 1951 he began a law degree but did not complete it until he was in prison in 1989. 
At the time Mandela grew up South Africa practiced a system of government that segregated people on the basis of their race. It was against the law for Black Africans to visit certain places (eg the beach or areas of towns) or use certain facilities (eg shops) that white people could, or to go to the same schools as white people. Black Africans could not even vote in an election. 
As a young man Mandela found this very difficult and he became involved in politics and joined the African National Congress (ANC). After the South African National Party came to power in 1948, he called for a system of ‘non-compliance’ to the laws which kept black and white people apart – he called for black people to ignore the laws and to visit and use places reserved for white people. 
Because he was breaking the law he was repeatedly arrested for what were called ‘disloyal’ or ‘seditious’ activities. In 1956 he and other members of the ANC leadership group were tried for treason (which means being disloyal to your government). They were found not guilty. 
To begin with Mandela was committed to forms of non-violent protest. However, on 21 March 1960, at the police station in the South African township of Sharpeville, a crowd of about 5,000 black protesters went to the police station. Some people say the crowd was peaceful while others say they were throwing stones at the police. Either way, the South African police started shooting at the crowd and 69 people were killed. 
Angered by what had happened, in 1961 Mandela co-founded a more aggressive group and threatened the government that if they did not take steps to break down the apartheid system they would damage and destroy government buildings. The group was classified as a terrorist organization by the South African government and banned. In 1962, Mandela was arrested, convicted of plotting to overthrow the government, and sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Mandela served 27 years in prison on Robben Island. During this time countries around the world campaigned for his release. When he was finally released in 1990 Mandela joined with the then South African President F. W. de Klerk to abolish apartheid so that both black and white Africans had equal rights, and to allow black South Africans to vote for the first time. In the elections in 1994 Mandela led the ANC to victory and became South Africa's first black president.
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On his death, the Methodist Church said that Mandela lived ‘a life of faith in God lived in service to others’. Pope Francis paid tribute to Mandela’s ‘steadfast commitment … in promoting the human dignity of all the nation’s citizens and in forging a new South Africa built on the firm foundations of non-violence, reconciliation and truth.’

Now read some quotes from Nelson Mandela:
Mandela Quotes
1) During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities.

2) It is never my custom to use words lightly. If 27 years in prison have done anything to us, it was to use the silence of solitude to make us understand how precious words are and how real speech is in its impact upon the way people live or die.

3) Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life. While poverty persists, there is no true freedom.

4) [I stand for] countless human beings, both inside and outside our country, [who] had the nobility of spirit to stand in the path of tyranny and injustice, without seeking selfish gain. They recognized that an injury to one is an injury to all and therefore acted together in defence of justice and a common human decency.
 
Now think about what you have found out about Nelson Mandela, what was said about him on his death and what he actually said when he was alive. 
Think about Nelson Mandela’s life and what he achieved- use this as evidence to decide whether or not Nelson Mandela deserved these quotes to be said about him? 
Now pick one quote that you find interesting. 
Write 2 detailed paragraphs to explain the quote you looked at and the evidence you found to decide if Mandela deserved this quote or not.  Make sure you include evidence from his life to support your argument.
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