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Answer these questions:
1. Describe what Odin’s horse looked like?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did Odin want true wisdom? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did the giant want Odin to do before he answered any questions?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why was the giant disappointed when Odin answered his questions correctly? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Odin have to give Mirmir in order to drink from the well? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What did Odin know after he drank from the well? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Now pick a scene from the story and draw it using the detail from the story. 
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‘The next morning, Ocin left Asgard, and set off for Mimir's Well. The
journey was dangerous for he had to climb over rocky mountains with
blizzards of snow and ice cold winds. The well was near where the giants
lived, and lay under a huge ash tree. Mimir was not at all hospitable. “He
won't give me a drink for nothing,” said Odin. “The price will be very
high”. How right he was. As Odin tramped along the road to the well, he
meta giant, immediately he recognised that he was the wisest of the
giants who knew many things — but for all his wisdom, he did not

see through Odin’s disguise. Odin had pulled himself
up tothe height of the giant, and whispered to the
giant “There’s something | would like to learn from
you”. The giant replied “Ha hal Before you can learn
from me, you must answer three riddles. If you
answer any of them wrong, you will lose your head.
But if you answer them right, you can ask me three
questions. Do you agree to my rules?” This was not
the sort of game Odin liked, -?- but as he was so set
on his mission, he consented to the giant’s terms.
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‘Well; said the giant, ‘These are the questions.
What is the name of the river that divides Asgard
from Jotunheim? What are the names of the
horses that Day and Night drive across the sky?
And what is the name of the field on which the
last battle will be fought?'

Odin breathed a sigh of relief. thank goodness for
that! He knew the answers!

“Ifingis the deadly cold river that freezes in an
instant any living thing that fals intoit.

Skinfaxe and Hrimfaxe are the horses that drive
Day and Night across the sky.

The field for the Last Battle is Vigard. That's where
% you and | are destined to fight at the End of Days.
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Hmph’, said the giant. ‘You keep your head". The
giant was disappointed, because he liked taking
peoples’ heads off them and boiling them up for
dinner. ‘Now it's your turn’.

Odin asked “What will be the last words that Odin
will whisper into the ear of Baldur, his son?”
“That'’s not a fair question!” Shouted the giant.
“How could | possibly know that?”

‘Well,” said Odin * Did you worry about being fair
tome? No, you did not... But | don't want your
head, just tell me what 'l have to give Mimir for a
drink from the Well of Wisdom?'

“He will ask...for your...right eye,” shivered the
giant.

Odin shuddered. ‘That's a lot to ask for. Is there no other way?’
“There is no other way. Many have asked for the wisdom of the waters,
but not one has yet agreed to pay the price.”

Odin nodded. He was glad to leave the wise but fierce giant and walk on.
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The path was stony, and there was a bitterly
cold wind and rain so that his cloak was soon
wet through. But a quick spell from his coat
made him dry and the weather better. Odin
thought about what the giant said for when the
gods were in Midgard, the Land of Men, they
had to feel what men feel, and suffer what men
and women suffer. But Odin knew he would
have to forfeit his eye to gain the Wisdom he
needed to save the World.

Eventually, he was able to see the huge Ash
Tree and near there stood Mimir and his Well.

‘Ho there Odin, I've been waiting for you said
Mimir, for he had drunk from the Well, and
knew everything that would happen, and
everyone's name before they told him. ‘Are you
thirsty?”
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“I will pay your price, Mimir" and justas he
spoke he tore his right eye from his head. The
pain was unbareable. He gave it to the
guardian of the Well. Mimir handed him a horn
brimming with the waters of wisdom. Odin
took a deep drink.

Immediately he saw everything that had
happened and everything that was in the
future. Most people don’t want to know the
future, as it's not all good news. But Odin was
nota person, he was a Viking god, and when he
saw the joy that would come to him, he
laughed with happiness.

But seeing all the sorrows and troubles that
would happen to humankind, he also knew
what he could do to help. For even though the
gods didn't need to bother helping the humans
they did care them — at least some of the time.
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After he drank from the Well of True Wisdom, he knew that he must
never let evil get the upper hand in the world of humans on a
permanent basis.

Thatis the story of how Odin got his True Wisdom, and of how he lost
his eye. It just possible that that is how he got his name too, for odin
or “odeen” - in Russian, means one.
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The Norsemen lived long ago, roughly half way between the
time of Jesus and today. They mostly came from the countries
thatare part of Scandinavia, which is now rich, but was then
very poor. Most people, except the Kings and chiefs, had a
constantstruggle against the cold, and against hunger and
disease. Because they were 5o poor, many Norsemen sailed
away - these were the VIKINGS. They journeyed in long boats
looking for somewhere easier, and perhaps warmer, to make a
living. Some went to Britain, and to other parts of Europe
including Normandy in France, Russia and Sicily, some went to
Greenland and all the way to North America too.
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The Vikings had several gods, the chief of whom was Odin. There
are lots of different stories about him but in every one, one fact
remains the same and that is that he had only one Eye, and that
this is because he had sacrificed the other to gain wisdom in
order to save the World. This story tells you how that happened.

Odin lived in Asgard, the home of the Norse gods. As well as
being god of war, battle, victory and death, he was also the god

of magic, poetry, prophecy and wisdom. Like most of the gods,
he didn’t stay in Asgard all the time. When he came down to
earth, which they called Midgard, he wandered about in a long

dark blue cloak, with a beautiful silver clasp with letters
R

engraved on it that contained magic spells. I
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0din’s cloak had a hood, to keep him dry, as umbrellas hadn’t
been invented yet — and a traveller's stick to help him beat back
the bushes and branches back as he walked along. For there
were no roads like there are today. Odin is often pictured with a
very long white beard which reached down below his knees. You
could say he looked rather like Gandalf from The Lord of the
Rings. Sometimes Odin didn’t use his stick, but rode his
wonderful magic horse Sleipnir, which had 8 legs and was
terribly fast. Some believed he was so fast that he could fly like
one of Santa’s reindeer.
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Odin sometimes got tired of walking and riding about. One day
when he was really fed up with wandering, he had a good idea.
“If only | could see everything thatis going on,” he said to
himself, “Then, | could stay at home.” he thought. What he
needed was True Wisdom. If only he had True Wisdom, he would
be able to stay at home and see everything all at the same time.
But to gain True Wisdom, he knew he would have to have a drink
from the well guarded by Mimir, the wisest man in Midgard.





