St. Mary’s Catholic Primary

Mission Statement

St. Mary’s school community follows the teachings of Jesus Christ, working together to
develop the whole child, in a spiritual, moral, academic, physical, social and emotional way,
within a caring and supportive environment.

St. Mary’s Primary is a Catholic school which seeks to live out the values of Jesus Christ. We promote
these values by our words and deeds, and Catholic doctrine and practice therefore permeates every
aspect of the school’s activity. We provide a Catholic curriculum, which is broad and balanced,
recognising that every pupil is unique and is created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27). Our curriculum is
designed to enable every pupil to discern their vocation and to be well-equipped to follow it as active
citizens in service to the world. Catholic Religious Education is the “core of the core curriculum” (Pope
John Paul 11 — address of His Holiness John Paul to the bishops of Great Britain on their Ad Lumina
visit, 26" March 1992) and the foundation of the entire educational process. We also provide a range of
extra-curricular activities and strong pastoral support. We incorporate democratic principles, value the
rule of law, support individual liberty and foster a community in which different faiths and beliefs are
respected.

Ethos

We recognise that there is a challenge in creating an enriching environment for all those involved at
every level of school life. We take our lead and inspiration from Christ with regard to the Gospel
values: the belief that all human beings are uniquely created and loved by God and worthy of
respect. This challenge manifests itself in the way that we treat and value:

e QOur relationships with each other and the wider community;

e QOur respect for one another;

e Our welcome to and interest in all those who visit our school;

e Discipline inspired by forgiveness, healing and reconciliation;

e Our school environment.

Through rising to this challenge we aim to create an awareness of a sense of belonging to and being
part of the life of St Mary’s.

Love, Listen and Learn



The Aims of our School

We will endeavour to create a Catholic Ethos in our school, which reflects the Gospel values, through the love,
care and respect we show to each other, and to all who come to our school. We will teach the beliefs,
traditions and practices of the Catholic Faith.

Through the prayer and worship in school we will try to be a living community of people celebrating their love
for God and one another.

We believe the quality of the curriculum, with Religious Education at its core, is of prime importance and will
focus on the development of the whole child. We will at all times try to make provision for children with
special needs, so that all members of our school community achieve their potential.

We will help the children to develop an awareness of and respect for other religious and cultural backgrounds,
as we believe this to be an essential preparation for adult life.

We believe that good communication between governors, staff, parents and children is important for the well-
being of our school, and we will work in partnership with the wider community especially the home and parish
in developing each child’s potential.

Aims for Each Child at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School

¢ Whilst at St. Mary’s School | will learn about being a Christian. | will experience the beliefs, traditions and
practices of the Catholic Faith.

¢ | will achieve as much as | possibly can in each area of the National Curriculum.

¢ | will know how to learn and enjoy learning, and will view work in a positive and conscientious manner.

¢ | will co-operate and communicate with others effectively, independently and in a group, and try to win
and lose graciously.

¢ | will tolerate and respect the religious beliefs, views and values of others, understand the need for good
behaviour and moderate my behaviour accordingly. | will respect the belongings and property of others.

¢ If I have a problem | know | can find someone who will discuss it with me.

¢ | will try to learn from my mistakes and accept there is always room for improvement.

¢ | will share a sense of responsibility for my school, parish, local community and the wider environment.

Love, Listen and Learn




