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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

Almost a whole half term in
school complete already (only
just four weeks to go including
this week)! Thank you to all
who have worked hard to make
these first weeks a success.
It's good to see the new
children settling so happily in
Reception and Nursery.
Welcome to any new children
who have joined other classes
this year too - thank you to
the children already in school
for being friendly, welcoming
and kind to our new pupils.
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Where can I find out more
about St. Mary's School?

If you visit www.ofsted.gov.uk
and click on ‘Inspection
Reports’ you can access the
full inspection report for our
school. The school was last
inspected in November 2023
(Section 5 - full inspection
with three inspectors) and

7IN 7N 7N 7N

October 2024

found to be good across all
areas.

Also if you visit the website
for the Diocese of
Westminster at
www.rcdow.org.uk and click on
'Find a School’ you can read the
full Section 48 inspection
report for our school (T know
many of you are aware that our
school is also inspected by
inspectors from the Diocese of
Westminster. The school was
last inspected in September
2019 by three Diocesan
inspectors and received an
Outstanding grading. This
wonderful outcome is due to
the hard work of all members
of our community - children,
parents and staff).

Over the course of each school
year the school also has visits
from people from the Diocese
of Westminster and the local
authority to check standards.

If you have any questions
about the work, the
organisation of the classroom,
need any support or just want
to say hello please contact the

teacher via the year group e-
mail address or via the school
address or call us at school. T
know the teachers are always
happy to hear from you.

Staff will also be on the
playground each afternoon if
you need to check anything.

It was great to see so many
parents attending the '‘Meet
the Teacher' sessions after
school at the beginning of
term. Remember if you missed
the session for your child's
class or want a bit more
clarification you are more than
welcome to meet with the
teacher to discuss your child's
work, progress, the routines in
the classroom etc. Just
contact the school office to
arrange a meeting.

Year Group Addresses:

nursery@stmarys.enfield.sch.u
k
reception@stmarys.enfield.sch
.uk

yearl@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear2@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear3@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear4@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk
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yearb@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

yearb6@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk
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St Mary's Catholic Primary
School Street

As I know you are aware
Enfield Council have set up a
School Street for St Mary's
between Alexandra Road and
Bursland Road.

A 'School Street' is an area
transformed into a pedestrian
and cycling zone operating
Monday to Friday during the
school term, during set times
at drop-off and pick-up times.

School Streets aim to:

e ensure the safety of
school students as they
arrive to and leave
school,

e improve the air quality
near the school, and

¢ encourage more young
people to walk and
cycle to school.

When the School Street zone
is in operation during the
designated hours, motor
vehicles cannot pass through
the zone, except for those who

N 7N 7N
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have applied for and received a
permit or exemption,

The times of operation for
the St Mary's Primary School
Street are 8.15am to
9.15am, and 2.30pm to
3.30pm from Monday to
Friday during school term
time only and operates using a
camera enforced system.

Journeys
places:

Further information on School
Streets and how they operate
can be found at

https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/
schoolstreets/widgets/38314/
videos/3024

https://letstalk.enfield.qgov.uk/
SchoolStreets

https://journeysandplaces.enfi
eld.gov.uk/news/2023/08/02/
the-family-bike-club/ (for bike
repairs)

https://www.youtube.com/watc
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Parking

Parking difficulties in the
vicinity of the school tend to
occur (and have happened
already this term) when
children are being collected
from / dropped off to school
each day. I do understand how
busy some of the roads around
our school can be especially
now that Durants Road is a
school street but please make
every effort to park
responsibly as you drop off /
collect your child each day.

I hope that during the rest of
this school term all parents
and carers will act ina
responsible manner both for
the safety of our children and
a positive association with our
neighbours. Thankfully so many
already do.

Parents a huge thank you to
so many of you for your
wonderful support. More and
more children are walking,
cycling or scooting to school.
Lots of parents too are
cycling and walking with their
children.

For those adults who continue
to block driveways and park
illegally please

park legally and walk
with your child!

Please try hard to:
e Park legally and walk
with your child.
Walking is better for
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LS-Activity Summer-LR
(livingstreets.org.uk)

There is also a video on the
BBC website, Walk to School
Week - BBC Teach, which you
might like to watch with your
child.

'3
~
%:é your general health. If
9:5_ you can, leave the car
L at home and try to
96‘ build the walking time
Az into your child's day. If
’:\ a child minder or
é.% another family member
Alz brings your child to
7N school please
%:% encourage them to park
Alz legally and walk.
7N o Please do not sit in
9:% the car with the
Alz engine running. This is
- not good for the health
é:é of others.
914 e Never park in /
I across any of the
9:{- driveways even for a
Vs minute. This is
N disrespectful and
'-):é causes a lot of
Az problems for the
7N school with local
%:é residents.
Al ¢ Never park on the
7N zig-zag lines during
%:(. the (Elesig'nufed no
\ parking times (please
éﬁ’ check the signs) or in
%‘4 the disabled bays
I~ .
7 which are reserved for
% blue badge holders.
.}:é. International Walk to School
» Month
3K | October 2024
.B:% This October is international
\ Walk to School Month. Living
IN Streets have put together an
%:% Autumn Street Safari sheet
i (attached). There are also lots
7N of other free resources you
Nz can download on the Living
E Streets website for example
ofreefs website p
3K | this useful family pack, 3285-
Al
7IN
3
Al
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Handwashing Advice

We know that it is essential
that everyone continues to
wash their hands more often,
using soap and water for at
least 20 seconds. Hand washing
with soap employs mechanical
action that loosens bacteria
and viruses from the skin,
rinsing them into the drain.
Drying hands afterwards
makes the skin less hospitable
to the virus. Hand sanitiser can
be effective if soap is not
available or the situation
makes using soap less feasible
(i.e. when outside) but using
hand sanitiser provides none of
the virus-destroying friction
that rubbing your hands
together and rinsing with
water provides.

Guidance and video on hand
washing can be found at:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-
well/healthy-body/best-way-to-
wash-vour-hands/
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Wednesday Word

Have you started to read 'The
Wednesday Word' yet?

The Wednesday Word is a gift
to you and your family because
of your connection with our
Catholic school.

Every Wednesday, a 'word'
(inspired by the Sunday
Gospel) will be suggested for
you and your family to talk
about in your home.

This weekly Family Time is
structured around the Sunday
Gospel because evidence shows
that Gospel values really do
help family relationships to
thrive.

Regularly spending quality time
with children is without doubt
one of the most important
aspects of parenting. The
Wednesday Word seeks to
support you in this important
task: to help you and your
children maintain a special
closeness throughout the
school years.

The Wednesday Word 'Family
Time' leaflet is designed to
ensure that all family members
feel included. It presents an
effective way for even the
busiest of parents to enrich
relationships with their
children through spending a
very special 5 or 10 minutes
together each week.
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We suggest Wednesdays for
Family Time because it is the
day that the Catholic Church
dedicates to St Joseph - the
Patron Saint of Families. But
rather than miss out, any other
night would do just as well.

The Wednesday Word is
currently available online:

http://www.wednesdayword.o
rg/index.html

100% Attendance for 2023-
2024 School Year

37 pupils had 100%
attendance! Well done to those
children and their parents!
This is an excellent
achievement!

115 children had 100%
attendance in the summer
term! Well done everyone

Attendance for September
2024 (up to and including
Friday 27™ September)

1. Reception, Hope:
97.83%

Az Nz Nz Az Az Az Nz Az Az Nz A2 A
SIS SIS S S SISk S Sk 3K

2. Y4, 5t. Paul: 97.41%
and Y6, St. Christopher
97.41%

3. Y2, Faith: 97.09%

4. Y5/6, St. Catherine:
96.26%

5. Y4, 5t. Peter: 95.62%

Well done children and
parents!

Our target continues fo be
98%. Our overall attendance
for September was 95%.

Holidays and Absences

I would urge you to try not to
book holidays during term time
as time away from school can
unsettle children and affect
their progress. I regret that
we are unable to authorise
time off during the term
which is requested for
holidays.

Any requests for time off
(special circumstances will only
be considered) must be put in
writing in advance to the
Headteacher.

It is not school policy to
provide homework for absence
during term time.

We are required to ask for a
written note to explain any
absence from school.

The Angelus
In the autumn term we try
to learn / say The Angelus

each day at 12 noon in all of
our junior classes from Year

-— - e -

-— e e - e -

3 - Year 6. Thisisa
wonderful prayer which
reminds us that God the Son
became man in order to save
us.

You might like to say this
prayer with your child at home.
Tt can be said in the morning,
at noon or in the evening.

The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord

declared to Mary:

And she conceived of the Holy
Spirit.

Hail Mary...

Behold the handmaid of the
Lord:

Be it done to me according to
your word.

Hail Mary...

And the Word was made Flesh:
And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary...

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of
God.

That we may be made worthy
of the promises of Christ.

Let us Pray.

Pour forth, we beseech you, O
Lord, your grace into our
hearts, that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ, your
Son, was made known by the
message of an angel, may be
brought by his passion and
cross to the glory of his
resurrection, through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen,

May the divine assistance
remain always with us and may
the souls of the faithful
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departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Online Safety at Home

You might find the following
link helpful:

https://www.kidsonlineworld.co
m/#

This site has been created by
ECP, the company which has
provided our staff
safeguarding training for many
years and has provided
numerous sessions of online
safety for our children and
parents. This company also
provides training on behalf of
the local authority and to many
different business and
community groups.

There is some really useful
help to understand apps, games
and parental controls.
Thinkuknow is the education
programme from the National
Crime Agency's Child
Protection Command CEOP
(NCA-CEOP) whose aim is to
protect children and young
people from sexual abuse
online.
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For more information, advice
and guidance, visit their
parents' website Parents and
carers | CEOP Education and
download their home activity
worksheets for fun, online
safety activities to do with
your family.

Parents and carers | CEOP
Education (thinkuknow.co.uk)

Remember, primary-age
children should be supervised
at all times when online.

Sharing pictures

Using devices like phones and
tablets to share pictures and
videos can be a great way for
children to have fun and stay
in touch with friends and
family. It's really important
your child knows what's ok to
share online and what they
should check with you first.

Read younger children sharing
pictures or videos online for
more information on the risks
and how to support safer
sharing.

Younger children sharing
pictures or videos online
(thinkuknow.co.uk)

-—— —
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LGfL DigiSafe resources to
help young children stay safe
online

The LGfL team have created an
excellent set of resources for
young primary school children
to help keep themselves safe
online,

The DigiSafe website says,
"We want schools and parents
to spread the message of
Undressed to the very youngest
primary pupils because law
enforcement agencies such as
NCA CEOP have repeatedly
warned about sexual predators
tricking young children into
getting changed or undressed
on camera by playing a 'game’ or
issuing a 'challenge’ to see how
fast they can get changed into
different clothes or into a
swimming costume.

This might happen over video
chat or a livestreaming app;
children often don't even know
this has happened; videos are
often taken and  then
circulated”.

Undressed (lgfl.net)

parentsafe.lgfl.net

Keeping children safe during
community activities, after-
school clubs and tuition:
Questions to help parents
and carers choose out-of-
school settings

As we start a new school year,
parents may well be looking for
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after-school clubs, theatre Sometimes we experience big
groups or sports' clubs. feelings: These feel strong and
The DfE has a document that overwhelming fqr a long fime.

_ _ They stop us doing what we
helps parents identify the ; ;
o want to in our lives.
safeguarding issues to
consider when choosing a
previger. Christian Meditation
Keeping children safe during
community activities, after- As you know the World
school clubs and tuition: Community for Christian
Questions to help parentsand ~ Meditation (WCCM) has
carers choose out-of-school worked to develop videos which
settings. provide short meditation
sessions which children and
Paren'rs can dccess the young people can participate in,
guidance heres whether in school or at
https://www.gov.uk/governmen  home. These sessions are
t/publications/guidance-for- inspired by meditation in the
parents-and-carers-on- tradition of John Main OSB.
safeguarding-children-in-out-
of-school-settings/keeping- Full details are available
children-safe-during- here: https://www.cathchild.or
community-activities-after- g.uk/meditation-with-children-
school-clubs-and-tuition- young-people/
questions-to-help-parents-and-
carers-choose-out-of-school- Harvest
settings
This year we are again
) supporting the Manna Centre, a
What is mental health? centre for the homeless in
London. Thank you for your
We all have mental health. generous contributions to date.
Mental health is about our
feelir.lgs, our thinking, our Again last year the
emotions and our moods. representative from the
_ Manna Centre again said that
L°°k'"3 affer our mental our collection was the most
health is lmporTanT. Wedll food received from a school.
have small feelings every day: ¢ celebrate our Harvest
These sometimes feel strong Mass on Monday 7'h October.
and overwhelming, whether
happy or sad, but they go away
before too long.
S S eSSk Sl Sl sl sk sk

The 7' October is the Feast
of Our Lady of the Rosary.
Don't forget your child will
need to have their Rosary
beads in school on Monday 7
October to be blessed!

Since Saturday 4th

July 2020 there has been
live streaming of our
parish services, The link is:

https://www.churchservices.t
v/enfield

Support for Prayer

Father John has asked me to
remind you that the church is
now open each morning from
8.15am to enable families /
parents fo call in to pray.
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Uniform

Uniform can be purchased
online by logging onto
ParentPay and clicking on the
school shop link. Items
purchased will be available for
collection from the school
office.

Please ensure that your child's
clothing is labelled. Labelled
clothing when found can be
returned to its owner while
unlabelled items generally
remain in lost property.

Please encourage your child to
wear the correct uniform
(including PE uniform) and to
leave jewellery at home.

Uniform is part of our identity
at St. Mary's. Thank you to all
of the children (and their
parents) who have come back
to school wearing neat correct
uniform.

Hair

Please ensure long hair is tied
back in school colours only
(blue / black / white / grey).
No highlights, designs, lines
or _dyes to be put in hair
please.

Nails

False nails or nail polish are not
permitted in school.
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Year 6 Secondary School
Transfer

Father John will be available to
sign references (Certificates
of Catholic Practice) on the
following date:

Thursday 10th October from
5pm-6pm

This meeting will take place in
the Parish Hall.

If you have not already done
and will require a Certificate
of Catholic Practice /
reference to support an
application for a secondary
school place please make an
appointment by telephoning
020 8804 2396 (our school
number - our office staff will
be pleased to make an
appointment for you).

Father John has asked that
both the child and parent
attend. He would like you to
bring along with you your
child's Birth and Baptismal
certificates and proof of
address.

Please remember that the
local Catholic secondary
schools in Enfield do not
require a Certificate of
Catholic Practice /
reference.

How To Teach Kids About
Money and Finances |

MoneySense
(mymoneysense.com)
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Development of School
Building and Site - School
Fund

We have had a continuous
programme of updating and
improving our school site over
the last 20 years.

Seven years ago during the
summer break we had new
lighting fitted in the Reception
and Year 1 classes as well as in
the main corridor and offices.
We also replaced a number of
older ceilings.

Six years ago we replaced the
roof covering to the school
kitchen.

During the summer holidays
five years ago we renewed the
toilets for the Reception
children.

Four years ago during the
summer half-term we had the
ground floor carpet replaced
and renewed some of the older
interactive boards.

Three years ago we had our
new canopy installed during the
summer break and prior to
that had the new climbing
frame installed in the
playground.

During Easter two school years
ago we had all of the lighting in
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the main school and Reception
classes renewed (for energy
saving purposes). We also had
the pupil toilets re-decorated.

During the summer break this
year we had all of the floor
covering in the Year 2, 3 and 4
classrooms replaced.

Remember your donations to
the School Fund assist the
school in improving the
facilities provided for all of
the children. This is part of
your commitment to the wider
community and Catholic
Education.

Thank you to all who made
contributions last school year.

Your support for the School
Fund will make a real
difference to what we are able
to do for the children.

School Fund costs £2.00 per
week / £25.00 per term /
£76.00 per year for one child.
For two children School Fund
costs £2.50 per week /
£32.00 per term / £95.00 per
year.

If you have three children in
the school School Fund costs
£3.00 per week / £38.00 per
term / £114.00 per year.

If each family in our school
paid its School Fund for one
year we would have at least
£20,000 in donations! This
money would make a real

3K 306 306 Sl S Sl Sl Sl e e e S

difference to our school and to
our provision for the children.

School Dinners

Your child may be entitled to
free meals. To qualify for
free school meals parents or
guardians must be in receipt
of:

- Income support

- Income based job
seekers allowance

- Asylum seekers
subsistence payment
(support under part VI
of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999)

- Child tax credit (but
not working tax credit)
only and have an annual
income of less than
£16,190

Please contact the school
office if you believe your child
qualifies for free meals.
Although meals are currently
free for all pupils this school
year, entitlement to free
school meals provides much
needed additional funding for
the school.

Some Dates for this term
Tuesday 15tOctober:

Month of the Rosary begins -
children are encouraged to bring
their rosary beads to school for
prayer,

Children have Online Safety
workshops this week (Tues-Fri).
Wednesday 2" October: Feast of
the Holy 6uardian Angels - Years
3 and 4 to Parish Mass at 9.30am.
Friday 4th October: Harvest Fast

Day.

9:% ,}% _).0/ 9:/ ;0/
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Monday 7t October: Our Lady of
the Rosary and Harvest Fast Day -
School Mass in church for Years
2-6. Rosary beads are blessed.
Thursday 10* October: Father
John to sign priest reference
forms for any secondary schools
which require references (in
parish hall).

Monday 14™ October: Year 6 trip
to PGL (return on Friday 18
October).

Wednesday 16™ October: Year 2
to parish Mass at 9.30am.

Tuesday 22" October: Years 5
and 6 to Parish Mass at 9.30am
Friday 25'™ October: Own Clothes’

Day.

Monday 28th October - Friday
15t November: HALF-TERM (No
School) Friday 1t November:
Feast of All Saints - Family Mass
in the church at 9.30am.

Tuesday 5t November and
Wednesday 6 November:
Judaism workshops.

Wednesday 6""—Thursday 14th
November: Book Fair after school

Thursday 7*h November: Years 3
and 4 to parish Mass at 9.30am.

Sunday 10™ November:
Remembrance Sunday

Tuesday 12th November: Nasal flu
Immunisations.

Wednesday 13th November: Bring
Your 6randparent to School AM

Sunday 17*h November: World Day
of the Poor.

Thursday 21" November: The
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - School Mass for Years 2-6
Wednesday 27t November:
Photographer in school - individual
photographs.

Thursday 28™ November: Infants’
Mass in School Hall at 9.30am.

Eriday 29" November: Own
Clothes' Day - items for Christmas
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Bazaar. Nursery Christmas
Performance AM.

Saturday 30 November: Parish
Bazaar.

Monday 2" December: School
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On occasions it is necessary to
change dates. I apologise in
advance for any inconvenience this
may cause,

Mass in church for Years 2-6 at

9.30am for Blessing of Advent
Wreath.

Tuesday 3¢ December: Reception
Christmas Performance AM
(parents with babies and
toddlers).

Wednesday 4™ December: Year 1
Christmas Performance AM
(parents with babies and
toddlers).

Thursday 5 December: Reception
Christmas Performance AM
(adults).

Friday 6™ December: Year 1
Christmas Performance AM
(adults).

Monday 9™ December: The
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary - School Mass
in church for Years 2-6.

Tuesday 10" December:

Junior Carol Service in church,
5pm (for the Nightingale Hospice)
Wednesday 11" December:

Year 2 Carol Service for parents /
relatives, 9.30am (for Nightingale
Hospice).

Thursday 12th December:

Years 5 and 6 to Mass at 9.30am
followed by Confessions.
Reception, Years 1 and 2 classes
to Pantomime at Millfield Theatre
PM.

Monday 16" December: Christmas
Lunch.

Wednesday 18" December:
Christmas Class Parties PM.

Friday 20" December: Last day of
autumn term - School Mass (Mrs.
Derwin's 20™ anniversary Mass) in
church for Years 2-6.

Early Closing (12.45 Infants and
1pm Juniors). Own Clothes' Day.

Monday 6" January 2025: Return
to school for Spring Term.
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These are some of the prayers
we say with the children each
day in school. You might like to
say these in the morning with
your child, at meal times or
before he / she goes to bed.

Morning Offering

O My God, you love me,

You are with me night and day.
T want to love you always in all
I do and say.

T'll try to please you Father.
Bless me through the day.
Amen

ES

God our Father, I come to say,
Thank you for your love today.
Thank you for my family,

And all the things you give to
me.

Guard me in the dark of night.
And in the morning send your
light. Amen.

Night Prayer

o i W

Grace Before Meals

Bless us O Lord
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As we sit together.

Bless the food we eat today.
Bless the hands that made the
food.

Bless us O Lord. Amen.

Grace After Meals

Thank you God

For the food we have eaten.
Thank you God

For all our friends.

Thank you God

For everything.

Thank you and Best Wishesl!

Thank you for your continuous
support. We are truly blessed
with the support we receive
from our families always.

Stay safe and well please.
Wishing you a good new month
in school.

Miss M. Creed
Headteacher

Sharing God's Word -
enriching our evangelisation,
formation and proclamation.

"The study of the sacred
Scriptures must be a door
opened to every believer. It is
essential that the revealed
word radically enrich our
catechesis and all our efforts
to pass on the faith.."

Pope Francis - Evangelii
Gaudium
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"... to help young people to gain
confidence and familiarity with
sacred Scripture so it can
become a compass pointing

out the path to follow...
witnesses and

teachers who can walk

with them, teaching them to
love the Gospel and to share
ft..”

Pope Benedict XVI - Verbum
Domini

[t

How 1o Read the Bible

1. Pray before you start

reading the Bible. content/uploads/2020/06/Ho Thank you parents for
w-to-read-the-Bible.pdf -
2. Learn how to find your r'eco.mrnendmg our school df‘ld
" Matthew 1 (GNB) - Bible helping to build up our pupil
Wiy-arekind. Society (Click on this link for | numbers. Please continue to
3. Appreciate the variety 9N online Bible) da #his.
of what's in the Bible. Dear God, From our School Inspection
We thank you for giving us .
4. Don't skip the 'first your peace. Repanis:
series’ - the Old Help us to spread peace at The leadership team has
Testament: home C"_‘d at school by loving maintained the good quality of
and caring for one another. education in the school since
the last inspection...Pupils make
10
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5. Understand how truth
is expressed in the
Bible.

6. Explore the different

senses of Scripture.

7. Interpret the Bible
using the three golden
rules.

8. Listen to what the
Bible has to say about
itself.

9. Recognise the Bible as
food for your soul.

10. Read the Bible with

other people and share

ideas.

HOW TO READ

THE BIBLE

https://www.godwhospeaks.uk
/wp-

-—l— e ———a— — -— e ——

Help us to spread peace by
listening to one another, even
when we don't agree.

Help us to spread peace by
sharing our time with those
who are lonely and who need a
friend.

Help us to spread peace by
thinking and praying for
children who have no food or
who are frightened and live in
fear.

Let us pray every day for
peace for our families, for our
friends and for ourselves.
Amen.

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS FOR

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025

Due to the fact that there
are now fewer pupils in
London (there is a continued
decrease in the population of
children) and the issues with
finding affordable housing we
currently have places in our
Nursery, Reception, Years 1,
2 and 3 2024-2025 year
groups.
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9:% good progress from their structured..Adults have
%0% various starting points..Their ~ secure subject

\ willingness to come to school is  knowledge...Leaders have high
9.? evident in their well above expectations and are ambitious
average rates of for pupils..Safequarding is a

-

confidence on the part of
the staff in planning
imaginative lessons based
on the religious education
programme followed in the

attendance...You have priority here.' (OFSTED school.
successfully maintained the Inspection, Section 5, e The headteacher is also
above-average attainment by November 2023). the religious education

the end of Year 6 in reading, curriculum coordinator and

e Sk 3le e Sle Sle Sle Sk

writing and she takes the closest

mathematics.. Teachers form 'A. Classroom religious interest in developing the 9‘{
good relationships with pupils, education is outstanding excellent teaching and :’
providing them with a wealth learning of religious ').<

education in the school.

e The chair of governors is a
recent appointment but
with her years of
experience on the
governing body she is clear
in her role of both support

of interesting activities across
the curriculum. Pupils
concentrate well in class and
are keen to work with each
other..Pupils say they feel
safe at school and know how to
avoid danger in the wider

» The school has adapted
and developed the themes
of the Religious Education
Curriculum Directory in an
excellent manner to meet
the learning needs of the
pupils’ of St Mary'’s.

commum:ty'(oFS TED «  The religious education and chall'enge in pursuing
Inspection, Section 8, June rogramme in use full the special responsibility
2018). prog Y of governors of a Catholic

delivers this content and
the use of De Bono system
in religious education

school.
Pupils are eager to come to
school each morning because

38 36 S 36 36 e e e K e K

: . pushes pupils to develop B. The Catholic life of the
their teachers do their best to their understanding school is outstanding
help them learn...Pupils learn in further
anlm e"t‘;:" O"Tle"';'hTh ’: ',sh e  After carefully analysing e The curriculum fully
ecauizt. e s;: 00 als ;,g ” the needs of their pupils, conforms to the
exp jc . ':"s 07 Pupt s” upiis the school has developed a classroom curriculum
Sk g"" uc :hemie ves ':et . curriculum and teaching time of at least 10%
( ecause they know what is programme that has for religious education

9’4 right and have been taught

n how to behave well. Pupils
Sk ;

~ achieve well across a range of

reached outstanding
achievement by the pupils
in religious education,

and teaching is fully in
line with the
requirements of the

%€
S

3

subjects. They are proud to
talk about their work which is
presented with pride... Warm,
caring relationships permeate
the school... Pupils are
confident that adults will
listen to their worries and help
them. This means they feel
happy and safe...The curriculum
is ambitious and well

* Teachers have high
expectations and plan

Bishops' Conference.
The previous inspection

lessons that deepen pupils’
religious literacy.

Since the last inspection,
staff confidence in
recording and assessment
has been demonstrably
achieved with the evidence
of the clarity and

asked the school to
develop pupils’
understanding of
Catholic Social
Teaching and to help
pupils understand the
ethics of the market
place and fair trade.
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The school has fully
addressed these
priorities, both in their
classroom teaching and
in the encouragement
offered when choosing
charities to support.
The pupils of St Mary's
enjoy an outstanding
experience of prayer,
liturgy and Catholic
worship.

Pupils and staff have a
deep understanding of
the call to 'human
flourishing’ and are
given opportunities to
develop and celebrate
their gifts and talents.
Partnership with the
parents is excellent;
they appreciate and
support all that the
school provides for
their children.

The leadership and
management of the
school are very
effective in promoting
the Catholic life of the
school. The head is
strong and devoted in
providing both
oversight and support
on all aspects of
Catholic life. The
contribution and
regular visits of the
parish priest provides a
strong and stable
reinforcement of the
foundational position of
Catholicism in the life
of the school’
(OFSTED Section 48
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Inspection, September
2019).
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Our School Prayer

This is our school.
May we all live here
Happily together.

May our school be full of
Joy.

May love dwell here
among us

Every day.

Love of one another,
Love of all people
everywhere,

Love of life itself,
And love of God.

Let us all remember that
As many hands build a
house,

So every child

Can make this school

A lovely place. Amen
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Knowsley
City Learning Centres

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Owlive Safety Newsletter

i0S 18 Launch

Apple have recently released their
latest operating system, iOS 18. iOS
18 offers lots of new features (some
are restricted to newer phones) but
one feature that you should be aware
of is the ability to now lock and hide

apps.

When an app is locked, Face ID,
Touch ID or your passcode will be
required to open it. This also means
that notifications will no longer be
shown for that app. Additionally, apps
can now be hidden so they can only
be accessed through a hidden apps
folder that is also locked. This new
feature illustrates the need to have
regular chats with your child about
what they are using their phone for.

Mobile phones: do you know

the risks?

We know that children having access to a smartphone can
expose children to risks including:
e Viewing inappropriate content
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What effects do mobile phones have on children’s mental health?
Compass discuss the research around this important topic, outlining the
positive and negative effects that mobile phones have:
https://www.compass-uk.org/services/compass-changing-lives/what-
effects-do-mobile-phones-have-on-children-and-young-peoples-mental-

health/

EE launches Age Guidance

EE has launched age guidance for smartphone usage to improve children’s
digital wellbeing. In summary, they recommend that children under 11
should use non-smart devices, for children aged 11-13, they advise that if a
smartphone is used, then parental controls should be enabled and access to
social media restricted. Finally, for 13-16-year-olds they still recommend
that parental controls are implemented and appropriate restrictions set up.
You can read the full guidance here:
https://newsroom.ee.co.uk/ee-launches-age-guidance-for-smartphone-
usage-in-drive-to-improve-childrens-digital-wellbeing/

e Excessive screen time/use, which in turn can
affect their mental health and sleep pattern.
e Contact from inappropriate people/grooming

e Cyberbullying
e Spending money on in-app purchases/scams

Could you delay when your child is given a smartphone with
Smartphone Free Childhood?

The premise behind this movement is that all parents/carers of a class all
agree not to give their children smartphones (therefore the level of peer
pressure is reduced) for a set time or until a specific age:
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk

What device?

When you think it is the right time for your child to have a phone, then
Which? provide an overview of some options available:
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phones/article/buying-a-first-

mobile-phone-best-dumb-phones-and-smartphones-for-kids-aA03C3Y8aTzr

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into.
Current as of the date released 01.10.24.








