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NEWSLETTER May 2023
Just under four weeks to go This act of common witness Wednesday Word
(including this week) and it will ~ formally came into effect on
be the half-term break! The Friday 16™ September 2011 Have you started to read 'The
year seems fo be racing by! (the anniversary of the visit of ~Wednesday Word' yet?
It continues to be a great Pope Benedict XVI to the UK).
pleasure to have the children The Wednesday Word is a gift
back in school for the summer  As you know we formally began  to you and your family because
term. School will finish at the  our practice of not serving of your connection with our
usual time for each year group  meat to the children / staff on  Catholic school.
on Friday 26™ May. a Friday right from the start
of September in 2011. Thank Every Wednesday, a 'word'
you parents for not including (inspired by the Sunday
meat as part of your child's Gospel) will be suggested for
packed lunch on a Friday. you and your family to talk
about in your home.
Although our children are
young we know that you agree This weekly Family Time is
that it is good to establish the  structured around the Sunday
practices of our faith right Gospel because evidence shows
from the start. This good that Gospel values really do
habit formed when young will help family relationships to
hopefully be part of your thrive.
child's way of life as he / she
grows up. He / she will see Regularly spending quality time
abstaining from meat on a with children is without doubt
Re-establishing the Friday Friday as a distinctive mark of ~ one of the most important
Penance his / her Catholic identity. aspects of parenting. The
Wednesday Word seeks to
As you are aware a key Parents thank you for your support you in this important
resolution of the Catholic wonderful support with the re-  task: to help you and your
Bishops of England and Wales, ~ establishment of the Friday children maintain a special
released after their May 2011  Penance. closeness throughout the
plenary meeting, was “to re- school years.
establish the practice of
Friday penance in the lives of The Wednesday Word 'Family
the faithful as a clear and Time' leaflet is designed to
distinctive mark of their own ensure that all family members
Catholic identity". feel included. It presents an
effective way for even the
busiest of parents to enrich
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relationships with their
children through spending a
very special 5 or 10 minutes
together each week.

We suggest Wednesdays for
Family Time because it is the
day that the Catholic Church
dedicates to St Joseph - the
Patron Saint of Families. But
rather than miss out, any other
night would do just as well.

http://www.wednesdayword.o
rg/index.html

NumberBlocks!

CBeebies Numberblocks
continues to be hugely popular
with young children

Numberblocks at home |
NCETM

NRICH welcomes millions of
users every year to share their
free, online mathematical
activities for learners aged 3-
19. They have a huge bank of
award-winning resources, ideal
for children and students to
work on independently, at
school with their teacher or at
home with parents.

-— _—— e

Maths at Home

Thinking Skills

Remember to ask your child
which thinking hats they have
been using in lessons. Also
check to see if they are aware
of the current Habit of Mind
focus. Some of the children
are also using the Thinking
Maps - ask your child to see if
he / she is aware of the maps.

The Angelus

We are trying to learn / say
The Angelus each day at 12
noon in all classes from Year
2 (from summer term) - Year
6. This is a wonderful prayer
which reminds us that God the
Son became man in order to
save us.

You might like to say this

prayer with your child at home.

It can be said in the morning,
at noon or in the evening.

The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord

declared to Mary:

And she conceived of the Holy
Spirit.

Hail Mary...

Behold the handmaid of the
Lord:

Be it done to me according to
your word.

Hail Mary...

And the Word was made Flesh:

-— —— e ——— —— —_—— -
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Ale
And dwelt among us. 7N

¥
Hail Mary... ;::

7N
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of Als
God. ,:‘
That we may be made worthy ﬁ
of the promises of Christ. Als

7N
Let us Pray. %:5
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Als
Lord, your grace into our S
hearts, that we, to whom the %:ﬁ
Incarnation of Christ, your Als
Son, was made known by the N
message of an angel, may be %:é

brought by his passion and
cross to the glory of his
resurrection, through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the divine assistance
remain always with us and may
the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen,

Relationships and Sex
Education (RSE / RHE)

Around this time two school
years ago Relationships
Education and Health
Education became statutory in
all primary schools in

England. This as you know for
us builds on the non-statutory
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lessons we have always taught
in RSE / RHE at St. Mary's.

As previously explained we
decided to adopt Life to the
Full by Ten Ten Resources. We
actually originally purchased
this programme for use in the
2019-2020 school year as we
felt it supported the work the
school was already doing but
then the world went into lock
down and other priorities took
over.,

Through their programme, Ten
Ten understand the
foundational role that parents
have in educating and nurturing
their children on these
matters. Within the
programme, they have built in
resources which will not only
keep you informed about what
is being taught in school, but
will also give you the
opportunity to engage your
children in discussion, activity
and prayer.

As part of the subscription to
Life to the Full an Online
Parent Portal is provided for
parents.

Parents should visit the
following webpage

Online Parent Portal — Enter
(tentenresources.co.uk)
The parent login is as follows:

Username:
Password:

st-marys-en3
lady-3

N ZIN 7N

7ZIN

Talk to the Teacher!

Please always see your child's
teacher if you need an update
on your child's work or
behaviour. We are always glad
to help if we can.

It is a good idea to copy in the
office address when you e-mail
the year group address as the
office staff can also pass
messages on to the teachers.

nursery@stmarys.enfield.sch.u
k

reception@stmarys.enfield.sch
.uk

vearl@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear2@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear3@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

year4@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

year5@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

year6(@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

You can always just phone the
office too of course.

Pupil Progress

You should have had a call
home from the teacher /
meeting in school with the
teacher to update you on your
child's progress last term.

Any parent who wishes to meet
in person with the teacher at

any stage during this term is
welcome to do so.

Just contact the school office
to arrange an appointment with
the teacher.

SATs

It's that time of the year
again! Year 6 will begin their
SATs on Tuesday 9™ May.
The other junior classes will
also complete the Optional
SATs for their year group and
Year 2 children will complete
their assessments during the
summer ferm too. It's very
important that all children are
in school each day and
especially during this time of
assessment.

Attendance

During the spring term we had
a number of pupil absences.

It's very important that we
really continue to try during
this new term to improve pupil
attendance. Our target is not
to let our attendance fall
below 98% (our absence was
6.3% at the end of the spring
term - this is still much higher
than we would like it to be).

We are required now also as
you know to report on
Persistent Absence.

The DfE's persistent absence
threshold is 10% from
Autumn 2015!
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:, that from the 2015/2016 10. 92.72%- Reception, o
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Al Half- 0or 7or phone us on the day and it is provide. fissues for class.r'ooms. Als
’:\ term 1 more  more school policy to request a Donations of boxes of tissues ’:‘
9.% session session  short written note explaining would be gratefully received. %ﬁ
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7IN already handed in some boxes. N
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It's good for children to be
able fo wear a hat during the
summer when it becomes very
warm. School hats (with neck
protection flaps) are now
available from the School
Office for £3.00. Children
are encouraged to wear these
instead of other non - uniform
baseball caps which are not
permitted.

On PE days children are able to
wear their PE uniform. It must
however be the correct PE
uniform. Please ensure your
child is wearing the correct
joggers in school blue.

Also your child must wear
their school shoes and change
into their trainers/plimsolls
for their PE sessions.

Thank you to the great number
of parents who ensure their
children wear the correct
school uniform each day.

Be on Timel

"

Try very hard to ensure your
child is on time for school each
day and that he/she is picked
up promptly at the end of the
day.

-—— e i —— —— o — —
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Allowing your child to be
regularly late in the morning
and collecting children well
after their school time is not
good practice. It's good for
children to learn good habits
of punctuality from a young
age.

Again thank you to the
numerous parents who ensure
their children are on fime
every day.

Hair!

Sometimes we have nit
outbreaks during the summer
term. Please check your child's
hair regularly. Also ensure that
long hair is tied back (in school
colours please) each day.
Remember nits like clean hair
too!

Also please watch out for
Ringworm and Worms! T know
they sound unpleasant but
children do pick these
infections up at times.

Summer Sun!

Try to ensure your child wears
sun cream during the very
warm weather. Remember
children spend quite a bit of
time outside in the course of
the school day. It is important
that your child is able to apply
his / her own sun cream. You
may of course apply the sun
cream in the morning before
coming to school. We will of
course encourage the children

—— e -

to spend time in the shade on
very warm days.

E5

Online Safety at Home

Would you leave
your door open

You might find the following
links helpful:

On the internet... (Childnet)

'On the internet' is a learning-
to-read book for children aged
4 and above. The large, bright
illustrations show all the
different ways that the
internet can be used.

Find On the internet
here: https://www.childnet.co

m/resources/a-learning-to-
read-book

Other Childnet books for
younger children include:

Smartie the Penguin (3 to 7
year olds)
https://www.childnet.com/reso

urces/smartie-the-penguin

Detective-Digiduck (3 to 7
year olds)
https://www.childnet.com/reso

urces/digiduck-stories
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The Adventures of Kara,
Winston and the SMART Crew

Childnet (7-11 year olds)

UK Safer Internet Centre
SMART Video Lessons for 6-
9 year olds

Each video has

» simple, clear online
safety advice
specifically tailored for
children aged 6-9
years old,

e 10-15 minutes of fun
activities, games and
discussion points,

e narration from an
experienced member
of the Childnet
education team,

» optional follow-up
activities to extend
children's learning.

Please note: due to the
format of this resource and
to encourage meaningful
discussion, the UK Safer
Internet Centre would
strongly advise that children
watch the video lessons
together with an adult.

https://www.childnet.com/res
ources/video-lessons/

Capture Video - Financial
Times

A recently published video by
financial times films, gives an
important insight to the impact

-_— s e - e -

— - _—

of social media on our children
and our family life. The video
is well worth a watch. The
video has led parents to
reconsider how they talk to
their children about their
social media use. You can find
the video on YouTube by
following the link below:

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=6UY2HOpuTlk

Christian Meditation

We appreciate what a
challenging time this continues
to be for many children and
their families.

As you know the World
Community for Christian
Meditation (WCCM) has
worked to develop videos which
provide short meditation
sessions which children and
young people can participate in,
whether in school or at

home. These sessions are
inspired by meditation in the
tradition of John Main OSB.

Full details are available
here: https://www.cathchild.or
g.uk/meditation-with-children-

young-people/

What is Pupil Premium
Funding for Schools (and how
will it benefit my child)?

Please refer to the link below
to find an article on Pupil
Premium published on DfE's
Education Hub Blog. You may
find this useful.

— e ——— - —————

https://educationhub.blog.gov.
uk/2023/04/04/what-is-pupil-
premium-funding-for-schools-
how-benefit-child/

Own Clothes 315" March

£109.56 was donated. Thank
you parents and children.

Shoes!

We are still recycling shoes.
Please send in any old pairs.
School Dinners

School meals cost £2.50 per

day / £12.50 per week (from
September 2016).

Please pay in advance (at least
a week in advance) online using
the Parent Pay system or ask
the Office staff for a Pay
Point card.

Remember that if your child
has school meals (and is not
entitled to free meals) and you
don't pay for them the school
has to find the money to pay
your debt. Always pay for your
child’s meals.

Your child may be entitled to
free meals. To qualify for free
school meals parents or
guardians must be in receipt
of:

- Income support

— e — e ——— ———
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Alz seekers allowance
7IN
» - Asylum seekers
%ﬁ' subsistence payment
904 (support under part VI
:: of the Immigration and
9& Asylum Act 1999)
Alz - Child tax credit (but
’:\ not working tax credit)
%ﬁ’: only and have an annual
Az income of less than
s £16,190
Al
7IN
\z
e -
< al
\z X
Iz X
9." Lh
e
,:: We hope that the road area
%K outside our school will soon
Alz become a School Street.
7IN
,')K‘ Please help your child to
Alz prepare for this by parking
7| :\ safely and legally away from
ﬁé the school and walking with
Az your child.
7IN
%:(— Our children's health and
Alz mental wellbeing is of the
£hx highest importance. That is
9:(-. why the council is committed
Az to tackling climate emergency
7N and the escalating levels of
%:é pollution at peak times on our
sz road network. Childhood
N obesity in the borough is also
Sk one of the highest in London.
(N y
gz There are many benefits of
71N School Streets:
_}l{_ : .
N ¢ Improved air quality -
Az reduced traffic
G volumes leading to
Alz
7ZIN
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reductions in local
emissions

e Improved road safety -
reduced risk of
potential conflict
between road traffic
and pupils

s Increased physical
activity - making the
school gate cleaner and
safer will encourage
more active travel to
school

Safe Parking

Thank you to all parents and
carers who always support the
school by parking safely away
from Durants Road and walking
with their children. This really
helps and the support we
receive from so many parents
always with everything we do is
a great strength of our school.

Please try hard to:

» Park away from
Durants Road and walk
with your child. This is
better for your general
health and reduces the
fumes and pollution
around the school. If
you can, leave the car
at home and try to
build the walking time
into your child's day. If
a child minder or
another family member
brings your child to
school please
encourage them to park
away from Durants
Road.

¢ Please do not sit in the
car with the engine

L
N

running. This is not
good for the health of
others.

e Never park in / across
any of the driveways
even for a minute. This
is disrespectful and
causes a lot of
problems for the
school with local
residents.

e Never park on the zig-
zag lines during the
designated no parking
times (please check the
signs) or in the
disabled bays which
are reserved for blue
badge holders.

Az Mz A
ZIN 71N 7)

Some Dates for this Term

Monday 1st May - BANK
HOLIDAY - No School

Tuesday 2™ May - INSET Day -
No School

Wednesday 3™ May - Rosary
begins for the month of May.
Children say a decade each day
in class. Please allow your child
to bring their rosary beads to
school. Rosary beads will be
blessed at the Mass on the 18t
May. Class Coronation Party
Day!

Thursday 4™ May - Year 6 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am.

Monday 8™ May - Bank holiday
for King's Coronation (No School)
Tuesday 9™ May - SATS for
Year 6 begin (for week).
Monday 15™ May - 'How are
you?' - online production for
Junior classes.

Thursday 18™ May - School
Mass (Yrs. 1- 6) in Church at
9.30am for Feast of the
Ascension. Blessing of Rosary
Beads.
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Tuesday 23" May- Year 4 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am.

Friday 26'" May -Own Clothes'’
Day.

Monday 29* May - HALF -TERM
(holiday for one week).
Thursday 8™ June - Year 5 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am. Year 6
to theatre.

Sunday 11* June - Feast of the
Most Holy Terinity

Monday 12 June - INSET Day
- No School

Wednesday 14™ June - Year 3
to Parish Mass at 9.30am.

Friday 16™ June-The Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus. School
Mass. Years 1-6 to attend.

Tuesday 20™ June - Sports Day
for Juniors AM

Wednesday 21%* June - Sports
Day for Infants AM

Monday 26 June - Sports Day
for Juniors AM (if raining
previously).

Tuesday 27™ June - Year 6 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am.
Wednesday 28™ June - Sports
Day for Infants AM (if raining
previously)

Thursday 29* June, Ss Peter
and Paul, Apostles -School Mass
for Years 1-6

Tuesday 4™ July - Year 4 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am. Year 2
to Paradise Wildlife Park.
Wednesday 5 July - Year 3 to
the theatre. Year 5 children
Taster day at St. Anne's and
St. Ignatius College.

Thursday 6™ July - Year 5 to
Parish Mass at 9.30am. Year 6
Transition Day at St. Anne’s and
St. Ignatius College.

Thursday 13 July - Year 6
Leavers' Mass, 9.30am in the
School Hall. Leavers' BBQ and
Disco, 5-6.30pm.

Eriday 14™ July - Children visit
their new September classes
AM.

Monday 17** July - End of Year
Class Parties. Last day of
School Year for Year 6. Last
day for Reception -Year 5 pupils
in their current classes.

Early Closing (12.45pm Infants,
1pm Juniors). Own Clothes Day.
Tuesday 18™ July - Year 1-
Year 6 pupils (September 2023)
begin their time in their new
classes. New Reception pupils
and parents visit.

Wednesday 19™ July - New
Reception pupils and parents
visit.

Thursday 20™ July - New
Reception pupils and parents
visit.

Eriday 21st July - Last day of
School Year. Early Closing
(12.45pm Infants, 1pm Juniors).
OWN CLOTHES' DAY.
Thanksgiving for the School
Year: School Mass (in memory of
Daniel Evans and Mary Ireton)
at 9.30am in Church for Years
2-6,

New Reception pupils and
parents visit AM.

No afternoon Nursery session
today.

* Please note that dates may
change as the year progresses.
I apologise in advance for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Summer Term Reminder!

May Bank Holiday= Monday 1°*
May 2023

INSET Day (no school for
children) = 2 May 2023.

King's Coronation Bank Holiday
= 8" May 2023,

Half -term holiday = 29*h May -
2" June 2023.
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INSET Day (no school for
children) = 12t June 2023.

Last Day of the School Year =
21t July 2023

Dates for 2023-2024 School
Year

Academic Year 2023 - 2024
Autumn Term

Friday 15t September - Friday
22" December 2023

Half - Term Monday 23
October - Friday 27 October
2023

Spring Term
Monday 8" January - Thursday

28 March 2024

Half -Term Monday 12'h -
Friday 16" February 2024

Summer Term
Monday 15" April - Friday 19t
July 2024

Half - Term Monday 27 May -
Friday 315" May 2024

May Bank Holiday: Monday 6*"
May 2024

INSET Days
Friday 15t September 2023

Monday 4th September 2023
Monday 19™ February 2024
Tuesday 7' May 2024
Monday 10*h June 2024

Governors' Day: Monday 22
July 2024 (school closed)

¢
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Rosary

Each day for the month of
May. Children say one decade
in class each day.

It's a wonderful prayer to the
Patron of our School, St. Mary.

Rosary beads are due to be
blessed / re-blessed at the
10 am Mass on Thursday 18t
May. Your child will need to
have their rosary beads in
school on that day.

Thank you for your continued
support for our school. It is
greatly appreciated by all
members of our school
community and I know
contributes very much to the
happy atmosphere that we are
so fortunate to have in our
school.

Miss M. Creed
Headteacher

With Joseph your husband you
cared for our Lord,
Guide parents and children to
life’s one reward
You spoke at the wedding and
Christ gave the wine.
He now gives his people the true
bread divine.
We trustfully echo the prayer of
your Son
That all of God’s children may
love and be one.
God’s life was your living with
him you found peace.
May his loving presence in us
now increase.

Prayer to Qur Lady
All hail to you Mary, most

favoured by God

O teach us to follow the path you
once trod.
When Gabriel had spoken you
humbly said, ‘Yes’
May we have the courage God’s
word to confess.
To those for whom sickness and
sadness are near,
Show Jesus your first-born, our
Saviour from fear.

Rosary Prayers:

The Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the
Father Almighty, Creator
of Heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord. Who was
conceived by the power of

the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day He
rose again. He ascended
into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God, the
Father Almighty. From
there He shall come to
judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy

Iz Nz Nz Az Nz Az Az bz Az Nz sz Az Az

- e -
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Spirit, the Holy Catholic
Church, the Communion
of Saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection
of the body and life
everlasting. Amen.

The Qur Father

Our Father, who art in
heaven; hallowed be Thy
name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass
against us, and lead us
not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil.
Amen.

The Hail Ma

Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee;
blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners, now
and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

wraa. arks e

Glory be to the Father

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. As it was
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particular
needs.

Thank you parents for o
recommending our school

10.

Most children
behave well and
the school
encourages
good behaviour.

97%

and helping to build up our
pupil numbers. Please
continue to do this. We
need your help!

11.

The school
takes account
of my
suggestions and
concerns
if/when T
share them.

99%

From our School Inspection

Reports: .
‘The leadership team has

maintained the good quality

of education in the school

12,

The school is
led and
managed
effectively.

99%

since the last
inspection...Pupils make good
progress from their various

14,

Overall, T am
happy with my
child's
experience at
this school and
would
recommend the
school to

another parent.

99%

starting points...Their
willingness to come to .
school is evident in their

well above average rates of
attendance...You have
successfully maintained the
above-average attainment

by the end of Year 6 in

ADMISSIONS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR

2022/2023

reading, writing and
mathematics...Teachers

form good relationships .
with pupils, providing them

with a wealth of interesting
activities across the

Due to the fact that there
are now fewer pupils in
London (decrease in the
population of children) and
the issues with finding
affordable housing we
currently have places in our
Nursery, Reception, Year 1
and Year 3 2022/23 year
groups and some places in
some of our other year
groups.

SN

curriculum, Pupils

concentrate well in class and
are keen to work with each

other...Pupils say they feel

safe at school and know how
to avoid danger in the wider

community’ (OFSTED
Inspection, June 2018).

'‘A. Classroom religious
education is outstanding

€3I SIS Sl SN e e i

%%%%¥

The school has adapted
and developed the
themes of the Religious
Education Curriculum
Directory in an excellent
manner to meet the
learning needs of the
pupils of 5t Mary’s.

The religious education
programme in use fully
delivers this content and
the use of De Bono
system in religious
education pushes pupils
to develop their
understanding further.
After carefully analysing
the needs of their
pupils, the school has
developed a curriculum
and teaching programme
that has reached
outstanding achievement
by the pupils in religious
education.

Teachers have high
expectations and plan
lessons that deepen
pupils’ religious literacy.
Since the last
inspection, staff
confidence in recording
and assessment has been
demonstrably achieved
with the evidence of the
clarity and confidence
on the part of the staff
in planning imaginative
lessons based on the
religious education
programme followed in
the school.

€ IE 316 36 316 D6 36 36 6 M6 3K
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%:% e The headteacher is also
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_}.4 curriculum coordinator
Vs and she takes the
9:% closest interest in
9& developing the excellent
i teaching and learning of
N religious education in
-):é the school.
Alz » The chair of governors
’:: is a recent appointment
9.( but with her years of
%:(. experience on the
N governing body she is
LN clear in her role of both
%:é support and challenge in
9:% pursuing the special
K responsibility of
2N governors of a Catholic
;:% school.
7
z:: B. The Catholic life of
Y the school is outstanding
3%
\lz e The curriculum fully
z:: conforms to the
7IN classroom curriculum
9:% time of at least 107%
iy for religious
7N education and
%:é teaching is fully in
Alz line with the
::: requirements of the
7N Bishops' Conference.
9:% e The previous
Az inspection asked the
£ school to develop
%:{- pupils’ understanding
9:{* of Catholic Social
4 Teaching and to help
%T pupils understand
.}K_ the ethics of the
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market place and fair
trade. The school has
fully addressed
these priorities,
both in their
classroom teaching
and in the
encouragement
offered when
choosing charities to
support.

The pupils of St
Mary's enjoy an
outstanding
experience of
prayer, liturgy and
Catholic worship.
Pupils and staff have
a deep understanding
of the call to 'human
flourishing’ and are
given opportunities
to develop and
celebrate their gifts
and talents.
Partnership with the
parents is excellent;
they appreciate and
support all that the
school provides for
their children.

The leadership and
management of the
school are very
effective in
promoting the
Catholic life of the
school. The head is
strong and devoted
in providing both
oversight and
support on all

—— e ——

-—— e e - - . - -

aspects of Catholic
life. The contribution
and regular visits of
the parish priest
provides a strong and
stable reinforcement
of the foundational
position of
Catholicism in the
life of the school’
(OFSTED Section
48 Inspection,
September 2019).

ADMISSIONS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR
2023/2024

We need your help to
remind friends,
neighbours, relatives to
apply for places in our
Nursery and Reception
classes for their
children for September
2022!

It is not too late to
apply!
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‘St Mary’s Catholic Primary School —
Religious Eoucation Newsletter Summer
(first half-term) 2023 - Nursery and
Reception

'Topic Theme: From Easter to Pentecost

Children will explore the season of Easter as the celebration of the resurrection and coming of the Spirit. The season of Easter begins with Easter Sunday
and finishes with Pentecost. The stories of the Season of Easter are our ‘Gold Star’ stories as they show us that Jesus was not just an ordinary petson — He
rose from the dead and came alive again! Without the resurrection the Church would not have begun.

Learning opportunities include: Monitoring opportunities:
® Hearing the stories of the Easter season Students’ development will be monitored through obsetvation and the collection of
e Coming to know that God loves each one always and at all | work samples for their portfolio.
times
® [Experiencing that a Church is a special place where God’s
people gather to pray.
® Experiencing liturgical celebrations in a variety of simple
settings.
¢ Experiencing and recognise prayer is talking and listening
to God
¢ Considering ways in which a Christian family and parish
share and celebrate life, and show care for one another.




Affective and Spiritual Dispositions

11 is hoped that pupils will develop:
® An awareness of the events of the Easter
® A sense of joy and wonder

e A openness to God’s Holy Spirit celebrated at Pentecost

Activities to try at home

You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will be much higher if you and the school ate engaged in talking
about the same ideas and beliefs. Help your child by trying one or more of these activities while this unit is being taught:

e Mark the season of Easter with the activities of the Parish.

® Celebrate Easter with your family with symbols of eggs and rabbits. Plant some bulbs or seedlings! Connect these activities to our Faster
celebration of the new life or Jesus.

An idea for prayer at home

[ Pray with yout children at bedtime.

Loving God, after Jesus died the disciples were sad. When he came alive again they were excited and happy. Help us to remember that
our lives are precious and to take good care of ourselves. Help us to tell others about Jesus being alive again.

Amen




St. Wary ¢ Catholi
M’ %Jaa ‘Famuy
Summer 2025 (fnet kalf-

towm) - Years 1-6

Religious Education

Key Idea: From Easter to Pentecost

This framework of learning is intended as the first for the Summer Term in the academic year 2022/2023.
Continuing the Liturgical year, Year A, this framework explores the period from Easter Sunday to Pentecost. In
2023, Easter Sunday falls on April 9, and Pentecost Sunday on May 28, 2023

Attitudes and Spiritual Dispositions

Spiritual Outcomes:
1t is haped that pupils will develop:

® A sense of openness and wonder about the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit
e An appreciation of the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives
® An ability to wonder about questions that are difficult to answer

e Reflectiveness in prayer

Activities to try at home

You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will be much higher if you and the
school are engaged in talking about the same ideas and beliefs. Help your child by trying one or more of these activities while
this unit is being taught:

e  We celebrate the gift of life — in this world and in death — in the resurrection. Life is full of resurrection
moments, when we are so glad to be alive! Write down some of these and use them in pray at
mealtimes or bedtimes.

® Pentecost is on June 4 this year. This framework teaches Pope Francis as a person led and guided by
the Spint. Talk to your children about people you think are led by the Spirit. What do they do?

An idea for prayer at home

¥ Pray for those who have died....

: We remember (say name, light candle) who has gone to their eternal rest.

’ Tell them, God, how much we love them, how much we miss them. Tell them we carry their stories
in our lives.

Today we rejoice that Jesus lived and died and is risen. Today we trust you, Jesus, that there is life
after death and that you will always be with us, loving us and leading us home.

Glory be to God; Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit. Amen









