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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL %

NEWSLETTER

Welcome back to a new
term at St. Mary's. I
hope you all enjoyed a
happy and peaceful time
together  over the
Christmas holiday. Thank
you so much for all of the
good wishes, cards and
gifts you sent both to me
and to individual staff
members. We noticed
that the staffroom had a
continual supply of boxes
of chocolates, biscuits
and cakes again this year
(again as in previous
years there are still
quite a few boxes to be
eaten!) as the holiday
approached. Thank you
for  your  wonderful
generosity.

Thaus Yoo/

Tt was lovely to see the
children come back to
school this week looking
well rested, full of
stories about Christmas
presents / holiday
relaxation, happy and
ready for work.
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Infant Productions

A lovely time was had by
all who attended the
Christmas entertainment
in the Hall. A big thank
you to the children of
Years 2, 1 and Reception
for their enthusiastic
singing, dancing,
speaking, instrument
playing and acting. Lots
of budding future stars I
think!
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Many thanks to all of the
staff for their hard work
and dedicated effort in
preparing the children.
Thank you too parents
for your help in providing
costumes where
necessary and helping
and encouraging Yyour
children to practise song
words etc at home. Your
voluntary donations (so
many of you generously
donated  money  for
tickets) will be used to

cover costs and help fund
new projects in school.

The productions earned
the school £259.82 this
year. The Year 2
performance of carols
earned £63.01 for the
Nightingale Hospice.
Thank you to all who
made voluntary
contributions.

A Time To Remember

Thank you to all who so
generously supported the
school's church collection
for the Nightingale
Hospice. This was taken
up after the junior carol
concert just before
Christmas in memory of
deceased members of our
school community.

The money collected was
given to Father John to
be added to the Parish
collection for the
Hospice. A total of
£212.59 was donated on
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the evening. This is
wonderful.

A sincere thank you to
the children from the
junior classes for their
very moving singing and
reading. A special thank
you to Mrs Jones and
other staff who helped
to prepare the children
and offered their
support on the evening.

Nursery Christmas

Many thanks to all who
attended the Nursery

performance before
Christmas. There was a
happy festive
atmosphere  in  the

Nursery as all enjoyed
some lovely singing and
acting by the children. A
sincere thank you to Mrs
Whytock for preparing
and  organising  the
children.

Christmas Jumper Day

Thank you for your
wonderful support for
this day which was
organised by the Year 6
children. We had a
wonderful  variety of
both shop bought and
home decorated jumpers.
£253.23 was collected
for 'Save the Children'.
Well  done  children,
parents and school staff.
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‘The Big Ambition' will
be closing on Friday
19" January.

Children and parents or
carers can complete the
survey here:

www . childrenscommissio
ner.gov.uk/thebigambiti
on

%
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Children in Need

The  spotacular  day
earned £418.67 for
Children in Need.

The  School Council
organised a much enjoyed
Cake Sale. Well done
everyonel!

Own Clothes Day - 22™
December

£107.14 was donated.
Thank you parents and
children.

Re-establishing the
Friday Penance

As you are aware a key
resolution of the Catholic
Bishops of England and
Wales, released after
their May 2011 plenary
meeting, was “to re-
establish the practice of
Friday penance in the
lives of the faithful as a
clear and distinctive
mark of their own
Catholic identity”.

This act of common
witness formally came
into effect on Friday 16™
September 2011 (the
anniversary of the visit
of Pope Benedict XVI to
the UK).

As you know we formally
began our practice of not
serving meat to the
children / staff ona
Friday right from the
start of September in
2011,

Thank you parents for
not including meat as
part of your child's
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packed lunch on a
Friday.

Although our children are
young we know that you
agree that it is good to
establish the practices
of our faith right from
the start. This good
habit formed when young
will hopefully be part of
your child's way of life as
he / she grows up. He /
she will see abstaining
from meat on a Friday as
a distinctive mark of his
/ her Catholic identity.
Parents thank you for
your wonderful support
with the re-
establishment of the
Friday penance.

Thinking Maps

Our teaching staff have
been trained in the use
of Thinking Maps.

Thinking  Maps  were
designed by Dr. David
Hyerle in the late 1980's.
Hyerle based his ideas on
the initial research and
development of a model
of thinking processes by
Dr. Albert Upton. He
revised the Upton model
as the foundation for
Thinking Maps as a set of
tools for learning. They
are a visual tool to aid
thinking. There are eight
thinking  maps, each
based on a fundamental
thinking process and used

together as a set of fools
for showing relationships.
We hope that you will see
these maps being used
across the curriculum.

Habits of Mind

‘Successful people keep
moving.  They  make
mistakes but never quit' -
something Conrad Hilton
said.

Staff also  received
training on ‘'Habits of
Mind' - these are a set of
habits or dispositions
which focus on developing
a mature, independent
and successful learner /
citizen in the long term,
You will recognise many
habits of mind
immediately as you will
have tried or are
currently  trying  to
develop these
dispositions in your own
children.  There are
sixteen in ftfotal. They
are:

Persisting,

Managing impulsivity,
Listening with
understanding and
empathy,

Thinking flexibly,
Metacognition,

Striving for accuracy,
Questioning and posing
problems,

Applying past knowledge
to new situations,
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Thinking and
communicating with
clarity and precision,
Gathering data through
all senses,

Creating, imagining,
innovating,
Responding with

wonderment and awe,
Taking responsible risks,
Finding humour,

Thinking independently,
Remaining open to
continuous learning.

We are again gradually
introducing these to the
children. Ask your child
if he / she has focused
on any of the habits of
mind in school. Don't
hesitate to ask the
teacher about the
current habit of mind
focus in your child's class
or the school's ‘habit of
mind for the week',

Online Safety at Home

You might find the
following links helpful:

Parents & Carers -
KIDSONLINEWORLD.C
oM

https://www.kidsonlinewo
rid.com/#
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This site has been
created by ECP, the
company which has
provided our staff
safeguarding training for
many years and has
provided numerous
sessions of online safety
for our children. This
company also provides
training on behalf of the
local authority and to
many different business
and community groups.
There is some really
useful help to understand
apps, games and parental
controls.

Internet Matters have
provided updated
resources for schools
and parents, with
information packs and
teaching resources.
There are age specific
resources for early
years, primary and
secondary aged children.

Each section has:

e teaching
resources

e a parent pack

e common online
safety issues for
that age group

e popular social

media platforms
for that age
group

e alist of
additional
resources

Early vears online safety
resources - Internet
Matters

https://www.internetmat
ters.org/advice/

What is mental health?

We all have mental
health. Mental health is
about our feelings, our
thinking, our emotions
and our moods.

Looking after our mental
health is important. We
all have small feelings
every day: These
sometimes feel strong
and overwhelming,
whether happy or sad,
but they go away before
too long.

Sometimes we
experience big feelings:
These feel strong and
overwhelming for a long
time. They stop us doing
what we want to in our
lives.

Young Minds: Guides and
advice on mental health

and wellbeing for young

people Mental Health

Support For Young People

| YoungMinds

NHS UK: Every Mind
Matters: Children's
mental health - Every

Mind Matters - NHS
(www.nhs.uk)

Mental Health
Foundation: Make it
count guide for parents
and carers: Publications

(mentalhealth.org.uk)

Year Group Addresses:

nursery@stmarys.enfield.

sch.uk

reception@stmarys.enfie
Id.sch.uk

year1@stmarys.enfield.sc
h.uk

year2@stmarys.enfield.s
ch.uk

year3@stmarys.enfield.s
ch.uk

year4@stmarys.enfield.s
ch.uk

yearb5@stmarys.enfield.s
ch.uk
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year6@stmarys.enfield.s
ch.uk

Volunteers

A sincere thank you to all
parents who have
volunteered to help in
classes. We really value
the fime and support you
give to children and
staff.

Remember if you have
time to spare that we
always need volunteers.

All who work in classes
must be police checked
for the safety of all
children at St. Mary's.

Sickness

We have been advised by
the London Borough of
Enfield that any child
who has been sick must
not return to school for

48 hours. Unfortunately
there are lots of
sickness bugs still going
around at the moment.
Please support wus in
helping them not to
spread.

Also a very small number
of occasions parents have
reported finding nits in
their child's hair.
Unfortunately these are
easily spread and can be
quite difficult to
eradicate. We  would
appreciate it if you could
check your child's hair
regularly. Please also
ensure that all long hair
is tied back at all times.
Health and Safety

Please try not to park on
the zig-zag lines this
term. This is a criminal
act,  punishable by
instant points on your
driving licence if you
are caught parking in
the vicinity of the
zigzags. It is also
dangerous and puts our
children in danger.

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all
parents who always make
the effort fo get to
school a little bit earlier,
park away from the
school entrance (avoiding
the driveways of the
residents on our road and
the neighbouring roads
and the carpark which
belongs to the Italian
Community next door)
and then walk to school
with  their  children,
Thank you for helping to
keep our children safe.

Parents a huge thank
you to so many of you
for  your  wonderful
support for our School
Street. More and more
children are walking,
cycling or scooting to
school.
https://letstalk.enfield.g
ov.uk/SchoolStreets.
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Uniform

Again a big thank you to
all parents who assist us
by encouraging their
children to wear the
correct uniform. Our
uniform is part of our
individual identity as a
school.

Wearing the correct
uniform proudly is an
outward sign of our
support for our school.
Please read the attached
list so you can ensure
your child is wearing the
proper clothes to school.

Please encourage your
child to tie long hair back
in school colours only.
Also in the inferests of
Health and Safety only
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small stud earrings may
be worn in school - these
must be removed for P.E.

Nails

False nails or nail polish
are not permitted in
school.

Tissues

It's runny nose weather
againl We don't have any
tissues!

Please, if you can, send in
a box to your child's
classroom /  School's
Medical Room.

Music Lessons

EMS offers instrumental
fuition to  pupils in
Enfield schools within
the school day and on
Saturdays. Please enquire
at the office if you (or
your child) are
interested.

Phone calls

Your child is welcome to

phone home (in
emergency only). We
would welcome a

voluntary  contribution
towards the cost of any

phone calls your child
makes

Please encourage your
child to leave all toys,
football cards, jewellery,
mobile phones etc. at
home. Children become
very upset if their
personal belongings are
lost or broken at school.

Wednesday Word

Word &

The Sunday Gospel through School on Wed

Have you started to read
‘The Wednesday Word'
yet?

The Wednesday Word is
a gift to you and your
family because of your
connection with our
Catholic school.

This weekly Family Time
is structured around the
Sunday Gospel because
evidence shows that
Gospel values really do
help family relationships
to thrive.

Regularly spending quality
time with children is
without doubt one of the
most important aspects
of parenting. The
Wednesday Word seeks
to support you in this
important task: to help
you and your children

maintain a special
closeness throughout the
school years.

The Wednesday Word
‘Family Time' is designed
to ensure that all family
members feel included.
It presents an effective
way for even the busiest
of parents to enrich
relationships with their
children through
spending a very special 5
or 10 minutes together
each week.

We suggest Wednesdays
for Family Time because
it is the day that the
Catholic Church
dedicates to St Joseph -
the Patron Saint of
Families. But rather than
miss out, any other
night/day would do just
as well.

The Wednesday Word is
currently available online:

http://www.wednesdayw
ord.org/index.html
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100% Attendance
Autumn 2023

96 pupils had 100%
attendance!l Well done
children and parents!

Holidays and Absences

I would urge you to try
not tfo book holidays
during term time as time
away from school can
unsettle children and
affect their progress.

Any requests for time
off (for special

circumstances only
please) must be put in
writing to the
Headteacher.

It is not school policy to
provide homework for
time off which is taken
during term time.

We are required to ask
for a written note to
explain any absence from
school and to report all
absences.

Please remember that
your child's absence from

school affects our total
absence figures. It was
5.9% at the end of the
last school vyear (6%
nationally) Our absence
was 5.68% at the end of
the autumn term.

Well done everyone for
trying your best in these
times which are still a bit
more challenging for all
families tfrying to cope
with these coughs and
colds which seem to be
around at the moment.

Our absence level is
higher than in past years
but with time this should
improve.

Up to the end of Autumn
2023, the class with the
highest attendance over
the term was Year 3, St.
Bernadette (97.57%)
closely followed by Year
5/6, St. Joseph
(97.14%), Year 5, St.
Anthony (95.68%) and
Reception, Hope
(95.44%).

Please (unless of course
your child is ill) ensure
your child is in school
each day.

The DfE's persistent
absence threshold is 10%
(from Autumn 2015)!

The DfE's guidance on
the 2014/15 school

census explains that
from the 2015/2016
academic year onwards, a
pupil will be considered
to be persistently absent
if he/she is away for

over 10% of school

sessions in an academic

year.

Pages 72-73 of the

DfE's guidance, linked to
above, contains a table

which sets out the

estimated thresholds

that will be used to
define persistently
absent pupils.

15 per 10 per
cent cent
Half- 10 or 7 or
term 1 more more
sessions sessions
Half term 22 or 14 or
1-2 more more
(autumn  sessions sessions
term)
Half term 30 or 20 or
1-3 more more
sessions sessions
Half- 38 or 25 or
term 1-4  more more
(autumn sessions sessions
term and
spring
term
combined)
Half term 46 or 3lor
7
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1-5 more more
sessions sessions

Half term 56 or 38 or

1-6 (full  more more
academic sessions sessions
year)

Spring Term Reminder!

Don't forget the pattern
of the Easter holidays
this year.

Half -term holiday = 12
- 16™ February 2024.
INSET Day (no school
for children) = 19
February 2024.

Easter Holiday = 29'
March - 12 April 2024,

Summer Term Reminder!

School opens for the
summer term on Monday
15™ April 2024.

Half -term holiday = 27"
May - 31" May 2024.

May  Bank  Holiday=
Monday 6th May 2024.

INSET Day (no school
for children) = 7th May
2024,

Last Day of the School
Year = 19" July 2024.

Shoe Recycling
Remember if you have
any old shoes that there
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is a shoe bin in the main
corridor by the school
office.

Play Equipment

Parents please support
the school by not allowing
your children (including
toddlers) fo play on the
playground equipment at
the end of the school
day. This request is made
purely for health and
safety reasons.

Children are also asked
not to cycle or use their
scooters / bicycles /
tricycles while on the
playground after school.
As the area is very
crowded it is easier and
safer for all if children
walk with their bikes or
scooters until they leave
the school premises.

Parents / childminders
please keep your children
with you once you have
collected them from the
classroom / teacher.

Thank you as always to
the great number of
parents who are very
supportive of all school
requests. We have only
noticed a minority of
pupils doing the wrong
thing. With the support
of their parents or child
minders this will easily be
sorted out.

Don't forget to log on to
the school website -
stmarysenfield.co.uk

With all of our good
wishes for you and your
family for this New Year
ahead. May 2024 bring
you peace, happiness and
many blessings.

Miss M. Creed
Headteacher

ADMISSIONS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR
2023/2024

Due to the fact that
there are now fewer
pupils in London (there
is a continued decrease
in the population of
children) and the issues
with finding affordable
housing we currently
have places in our
Nursery, Reception,
Years 1, 2 and 4 2023-
2024 year groups.

Thank you parents for
recommending our school
and helping to build up
our pupil numbers.
Please continue to do
this.
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These are the prayers we
say each day with the
children. You might like
to say these prayers with
your child during the
holidays.  If's  good
practice to have a little
quiet prayer ftime each
day. I know many of you
already encourage your
child to pray at home.

Morning Offering

O My God, you love me,
You are with me night
and day.

I want to love you always
inall T do and say.

Tll try tfo please you
Father.

Bless me through the
day. Amen

Night Prayer

God our Father, I come
to say,

Thank you for your love
today.

Thank you for my family,
And all the things you
give to me.

Guard me in the dark of
night.

And in the morning send
your light. Amen.

Grace Before Meals
Bless us O Lord as we sit
together,

Bless the food we eat
today.

Bless the hands that
make the food.

Bless us O Lord. Amen.

Grace After Meals
Thank you God, for the
food we have eaten,
Thank you God for all our
friends.

Thank you God for
everything,

Thank you God. Amen.

The Our Father

Our Father, who art in
heaven; hallowed be Thy
name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven, Give us
this day our daily bread:;

and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive
those who frespass
against us, and lead us
not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil.
Amen,

The Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee;

blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of
our death. Amen.

Glory be to the Father

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. As it was
in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

QOur School Prayer

This is our school.

May we all live here
Happily together.

May our school be full of
Joy.

May love dwell here
among us

Every day.

Love of one another,
Love of all people
everywhere,

Love of life itself,
And love of God.

Let us all remember that
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As many hands build a
house,

So every child

Can make this school
A lovely place. Amen

Some Dates for Spring
2024

8™ January - Return to
school for spring term.

Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord - Years 3 and 4
attend Mass at 9.30am.
10t January - Transport
for London Presentations
for Year 6 pupils.

16™ January - SATs
Meeting for parents of
children in Years 5 and 6,
5pm (online meeting).

17t January - Year 6
pupils to Mass at 9.30am.

24™ January - Year 5
pupils to Mass at 9.30am.,
15 February -Year 3
Spring Performance
Dress Rehearsal AM
(parents with babies and
toddlers welcome).

2rd _ February - The
Presentation of the Lord
School Mass (Years 2-6
to attend the Mass at
9.30am).

5t February - Year 3
Spring Performance AM
(adults).

6™ February -
OPEN EVENING

(1.30pm-4.30pm and
5.30pm-6.30pm) Early
Closing at 12.30pm
Infants and 12.45pm
Juniors.

9th _February - Own
Clothes' Day.

12th - 16™ February -
Half - Term Holiday.
No School!

19™ February - INSET
Day. No School!

22"d February - Years 4
and 6 classes Mass in
School Hall at 9.30am.
29™ February - Year 3
classes to Mass at
9.30am,

15" March - St. David's
Day - School Mass (Years
2-6 to attend the Mass
at 9.30am).

5™ March - Ducklings
visit St. Mary's.

7" March - Mass in
School Hall at 9.30am.
Years 3 and 5 to attend.
18" March - Year 4
Production AM (parents
with babies and toddlers)
19" March - Feast of St.
Joseph, School Mass
(Years 3-6 to attend the
Mass

20t March - Year 4
Production AM (adults).
Year 2 classes to parish
Mass at 9.30am.

26™ March - Year 4
classes to parish Mass at
9.30am.

27" March - End of
Term School Mass (Years
2-6 to attend the Mass).

=N
=
=
=
£
=P
£
£
=)
=
=)
=
=P
=
=)
£
=)
=p
=)
=
=
o
£
=
£
=
=)
=P
=Y
£
=P
£
=P
=
£p

End of Term Class
Parties PM.

28" March - Maundy
Thursday - Last day of
Spring Term. Own
Clothes' Day. Early
Closing at 12.45pm
EYFS and Key Stage 1
and Key Stage 2 at
1pm. Holidays begin
until 15™ April.

Good Friday - 29" March

Holy Saturday - 30'h
March

Easter Sunday - 31
March
British  Summer Time
begins. Clocks go forward
1 hour!

Monday 15™ April -
Summer Term begins!

On occasions it s
necessary to change
dates. I apologise for any
inconvenience this may
cause.
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St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Newsletter for Parents — Early Years

Unit 3: People of Prayer
Spring (first half-term) 2024

Religious Education

Topic Theme: People of Prayer

This unit is intended as the first for the spting term in the academic year 2023-2024.
Continuing the Liturgical Year, this framework explores the Epiphany of the Lord (the
visit of the Wise Men, Matthew 2:1-12) and the Escape to Egypt before moving to
teaching about the Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer. Scripture passages ate all taken
from the Gospel of Matthew.

Learning opportunities include: Monitoring opportunities:
® Coming to know_]esus is God the A Chﬂd)S dCVEIOmeﬂt ‘Wlu bC
Father’s Son monitored through observation and the

Experiencing that a Church is a collection of work samples for their
special place where God’s people portfolio.
gather to pray.

Experiencing and recognising prayer
1s talking and listening to God

Experiencing praying with others as a
celebration

Joining in simple prayers and hymns

Exploring ways in which a Christian




family and parish share and celebrate
life, and show care for one another

Affective and Spiritual Dispositions

12 is hoped that pupils will develop:
e A willingness to pray

e An openness to people of other faith traditions

e An appreciation of the role of prayer in deepening a relationship with God

e A sense of wonder about the different styles of prayer

Activities to try at home

You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious
education will be much greater if you and the school are engaged in talking about the
same ideas and beliefs. Help your child by trying one ot more of these activities while
this unit is being taught:

e Make a list of all the blessings your family experiences: small and
large. Write them on strips of paper (one on each) and place them in a
jar or bowl on the table. Take one out at each mealtime and thank
God for the wonderful blessing in your life. Make sure the name of
each family member is included!

An idea for prayer at home

Loving God,

We thank you for the blessings we enjoy,
especially for ... Help us to rtemember how
we are blessed and to look for ways in which
we can help and support those who do not
enjoy the things we take for granted. We ask
this through Jesus who taught us to know and
love God.

Amen




St. Wary's Catholic Primary

Retigious Education Hewolettor

Sering 2024 (fonet kaly-towm) -
Yeare -6

Family

Religious Education

Key Idea: Jesus at Prayer

This topic is intended for the Spring Term 2024. It presents pupils with the story of the Exodus and within it, the Passover. As a Jew, Jesus would have celebrated Passover with

his family; in preparation for Easter this resource teaches pupils about the story that is the foundation for our own Eucharist.

Attitudes and Spiritual Dispositions

Spiritual Outcomes: I7 is hoped that pupils will develop:

e A sense of the truths contained in Scripture. e Respect for the faith and practices of the Jewish people

e  An appreciation of/for our connection to the Jewish people ® An openness to learning from other faiths

Activities to try at home

You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will be much greater if you and the school are engaged in talking about the same
ideas and beliefs. This topic takes pupils on a journey back in time to the Exodus. Pupils will be invited to consider the symbolism of the journey the Israelites took and the
ritual of Passover which continues to give thanks for the many blessings the people have received.

e Talk to your children about what they have: foster a sense of appreciation and thankfulness for the many blessings and privileges they enjoy.

An idea for prayer at home

May we remember all those who live in fear or oppression; help us to work towards their release and freedom.

[ Blessed are You, Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us and enabled us to celebrate this joyous occasion.
Amen.

Adapted from the Haggadah, the prayer of the Passover meal.









