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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

“Everyone directly involved in
the school is a part of the
school community: teachers,
directors, administrative and
auxiliary staff. Parents are
central figures, since they are
the natural and irreplaceable
agents in the education of
their  children. And the
community also includes the
students, since they must be
active agents in their own
education.” (From ‘The
Religious Dimension of
Education in a Catholic School’,
1998, n32)

1/

Welcome!

Welcome to a new term and
year at St. Mary's. It was so
lovely to see the children come
back safe, refreshed and
happy this week. I hope that
everyone had an enjoyable
summer break. A very special
welcome to all new families who
are starting with us this term.

September 2023
| ', s
QY

\.

Our school received an overall
effectiveness of outstanding
for

Religious Education and
outstanding for the Catholic
Life of the school (OFSTED
Section 48) in September
2019. As you know our school's
standards over time were also
assessed by Ofsted in June
2018 and found to be good.

Thank you parents for your
valuable support for the school
always which definitely
assisted us in receiving these
very pleasing judgements.

N 7ZIN 7N ZIN 7N AN

Where can I find out more
about St. Mary's School?

If you visit www.ofsted.gov.uk
and click on 'Inspection
Reports' you can access the
full inspection report for our
school.

Also if you visit the website
for the Diocese of
Westminster at
www.rcdow.org.uk and click on
'Find a School’ you can read the
full Section 48 inspection
report for our school (I know
many of you are aware that our
school is also inspected by
inspectors from the Diocese of
Westminster).

Classes for this new school
year

Nursery: Mrs Forgione and
Mrs Whytock

Reception (Hope): Mrs Rowley

Reception (Grace): Mrs Linnane

Year 1 (Wisdom): Mrs Keevil

Year 1 (Rosary): Miss Beckles

Year 2 (Fatima): Miss Nurdaji

Year 2 (Faith): Miss Sheehan

Year 3 (St. Cecilia): Miss Tanak
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Year 3 (St. Bernadette): Mrs
Falzone

Year 4 (St. Paul): Ms Joseph

Year 4 (St, Peter): Miss
Habboo

Year 5 (St. Anthony): Mr Dixon

Year 5/6 (St. Joseph): Mrs
Egboh

Year 6 (St. Christopher): Mrs
Brennan

3 A
= M

If you have any questions
about the work, the
organisation of the classroom,
need any support or just want
to say hello please contact the
teacher via the year group e-
mail address or via the school
address or call us at school. T
know the teachers would love
to hear from you.

Staff will also be in the
playground at the end of the
school day if you need to check
anything.

Year Group Addresses:

nursery@stmarys.enfield.sch.u
k

reception@stmarys.enfield.sch
.uk

yearl@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

—— e ——— i —
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year2@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear3@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

vear4@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

yearb@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

yearb6@stmarys.enfield.sch.uk

New Staff

A warm welcome to the new
staff who have joined us (a
few this year).

We hope they will enjoy their
time with us. I know the
children have already made
them feel very welcome.

Mr Murphy has joined us this
year from another London
school and has taken up the
Deputy Headteacher position
in our school.

He is an experienced deputy
headteacher and  teacher.
Please stop and say hello to
him when you see him, I know
he is looking forward to
getting to know everyone.

Also we were delighted to hear
about the recent arrival of a
new baby girl fo Miss Soto and
her family and a baby boy to
Mrs Martin and her family.
Both mums and babies are
doing well.

— e ——

School
sEréers

St Mary's Catholic Primary
School Street

As I know you are aware
Enfield Council have set up a
School Street for St Mary's
between Alexandra Road and
Bursland Road.

A 'School Street' is an area
transformed into a pedestrian
and cycling zone operating
Monday to Friday during the
school term, during set times
at drop-off and pick-up times.

School Streets aim to:

* ensure the safety of
school students as they
arrive to and leave
school,

e improve the air quality
near the school, and

e encourage more young
people to walk and
cycle to school.

When the School Street zone
is in operation during the
designated hours, motor
vehicles cannot pass through
the zone, except for those who
have applied for and received a
permit or exemption.

The times of operation for
the St Mary's Primary School
Street are 8.15am to
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9.15am, and 2.30pm to
3.30pm from Monday to
Friday during school term
time only and operates using a
camera enforced system.

Further information on School
Streets and how they operate
can be found at

https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/
schoolstreets/widgets/38314/
videos/3024

https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/
SchoolStreets

School Organisation

It is wonderful to have all of
our children back in school. We
are looking forward to enjoying
another new year in school.

Reception (once their induction
is completed), Years 1 and 2:
8.45am-3pm (lessons begin at
9am)

Years 3-6: 8.45am-3.15pm
(lessons begin at 9am).

It is really helpful to your
child to be in the classroom
before Sam so they are
settled and ready to begin
their day. Teachers use the
time fo read with children,

-
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follow up on work from
previous lessons etc.

Children enter the school site
via the gate next to the
bicycle shed.

For safety reasons children
are asked to walk, rather than
to cycle or scoot, once they
are inside the school gates.

Parents will collect from the
playground at the end of the
school day. Please do your best
to move right into the
playground as once you turn
the corner at the end of the
building the area is narrow and
if you stand or sit there you
will block the way for others.
Space is limited in our
playground as you know so try
your best fo continue to be
patient with one another and
with the school staff.

Children are encouraged as
before to bring a bottle of
water to school and are
allowed to fill up their water
bottles during the day.

If you are visiting the school
office at the end of the day
please access the office from
the front of the building via
the main entrance.

Wednesday Word

Have you started to read 'The
Wednesday Word' yet?

The Wednesday Word is a gift
to you and your family because

——— —— _—— e e
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of your connection with our
Catholic school.

Every Wednesday, a 'word'
(inspired by the Sunday
Gospel) will be suggested for
you and your family fo talk
about in your home.

This weekly Family Time is
structured around the Sunday
Gospel because evidence shows
that Gospel values really do
help family relationships to
thrive.

Regularly spending quality time
with children is without doubt
one of the most important
aspects of parenting. The
Wednesday Word seeks to
support you in this important
task: to help you and your
children maintain a special
closeness throughout the
school years.

The Wednesday Word 'Family
Time' leaflet is designed to
ensure that all family members
feel included. It presents an
effective way for even the
busiest of parents to enrich
relationships with their
children through spending a
very special 5 or 10 minutes
together each week.

We suggest Wednesdays for
Family Time because it is the
day that the Catholic Church
dedicates to St Joseph - the
Patron Saint of Families. But
rather than miss out, any other
night would do just as well.
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https://www.annafreud.org/s
chools-and -
colleges/resources/advice -
for-parents-and-carers-
talking-mental-health-with-
young-people-at-primary-
school/

Christian Meditation

As you know the World
Community for Christian
Meditation (WCCM) has
worked to develop videos which
provide short meditation
sessions which children and
young people can participate in,
whether in school or at

home. These sessions are
inspired by meditation in the
tradition of John Main OSB.

Full details are available
here: https://www.cathchild.or
g.uk/meditation-with-children-

young-people/

Or

https://www.youtube.com/chan
nel/UC6CbSLrAIU7 _MPTRDM
UBcv@?view_as=subscriber

-_——
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Since Saturday 4th July 2020
there has been

live streaming of our

parish services, The link is:

https://www.churchservice
s.tv/enfield

-_—-— e e e - e -

Support for Prayer

Father John has asked me to
remind you that the church is
now open each morning from
8.15am to enable families /
parents to call in to pray.

Uniform

Please read the attached list.
Uniform can be purchased
online by logging onto
ParentPay and clicking on the
school shop link. Items
purchased will be available for
collection from the school
office.

Please ensure that your child's
clothing is labelled. Labelled
clothing when found can be
returned tfo its owner while
unlabelled items generally
remain in lost property.

Please encourage your child to
wear the correct uniform
including the PE uniform, socks
and hair colours and to leave
Jjewellery at home.

If it is very warm your child is
more than welcome to wear
their summer dress if they
prefer to do so.

Uniform is part of our identity
at St. Mary's. Thank you to all
of the children (and their
parents) who have come back

bz Nz Az Al
SE I K
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to school wearing neat correct
uniform.

Hair

Please ensure long hair is tied
back in school colours only
(blue / black / white). No
highlights, designs, lines or
dyes to be put in hair please.
Mohican hairstyles are not
permitted.

Nails

False nails or nail polish are not
permitted in school.

Own Clothes' Day - July 2023

£141.30 was donated. Thank
you children and parents.

Development of School
Building and Site - School
Fund

We have had a continuous
programme of updating and
improving our school site over
the last 20 years.

Six years ago during the
summer break we had new
lighting fitted in the Reception
and Year 1 classes as well as in
the main corridor and offices.
We also replaced a number of
older ceilings.
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Last school year we renewed
all of the lighting from
Reception to Year 6.

Five years ago we replaced the
roof covering o the school
kitchen.

During the summer holidays
four years ago we renewed the
toilets for the Reception
children.

Three years ago during the
summer half-term we had the
ground floor carpet replaced
and renewed some of the older
interactive boards.

Two school years ago we had
our new canopy installed during
the summer break and prior to
that had the new climbing
frame (fitness trail) installed
in the playground.

All of the pupil toilets and
staff toilets were redecorated
last school year during the
Easter break.

Remember your donations to
the School Fund assist the
school in improving the
facilities provided for all of
the children. This is part of
your commitment to the wider
community and Catholic
Education.

Thank you to all who made
contributions last school year.

Your support for the School
Fund will make a real

lz Nz Nz
N ZIN 7N

difference to what we are able
to do for the children,

School Fund costs £2.00 per
week / £25.00 per term /
£76.00 per year for one child.
For two children School Fund
costs £2.50 per week /
£32.00 per term / £95.00 per
year.

If you have three children in
the school School Fund costs
£3.00 per week / £38.00 per
term / £114.00 per year.

If each family in our school
paid its School Fund for one
year we would have at least
£20,000 in donations! This
money would make a real
difference to our school and to
our provision for the children.

Play Equipment

Parents please support the
school by not allowing your
children (including toddlers) to
play on the playground
equipment at the end of the
school day. This request is
made purely for health and
safety reasons.

Children are also asked not
to cycle or use their scooters
/ bicycles / tricycles while on
the playground after school.
As the area is very crowded it
is easier and safer for all if
children walk with their bikes
or scooters until they leave
the school premises.

Parents / childminders please
keep your children with you

once you have collected them
from the classroom / teacher.
Thank you as always to the
great number of parents who
are very supportive of all
school requests. We have only
noticed a minority of pupils
doing the wrong thing. With
the support of their parents or
child minders this will easily be
sorted out.
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Open Afternoon (Years 1-6)

There will be an opportunity to
meet your child's class teacher
during the week beginning on
Monday 11t September. Each
teacher will give a talk on the
routines and practices in the
classroom, arrangements for
homework etfc. You are very
welcome to attend.

Tuesday 12th September,
3.30pm: Year 3 and Year 1

Thursday 14 September,
3.30pm: Year 4 and Year 2,

3.30pm

Friday 15 September,
3.30pm: Year 5 and Year 6,

3.30pm

0

Holidays and Absences

T would urge you to try not to
book holidays during term time
as time away from school can
unsettle children and affect
their progress. I regret that
we are unable to authorise
time off during the term
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which is requested for
holidays.

Any requests for time of f
(special circumstances will only
be considered) must be put in
writing in advance to the
Headteacher.

It is not school policy o
provide homework for absence
during term time.

We are required to ask for a
written note to explain any
absence from school.

ZIN 7iIN

Our target is 98% attendance
(last school year our absence
was 5.9% - this is much higher
than we would like it to be).

The classes with the highest
attendance for the 2022-2023

school year were:

1. 96.36%-Y4, St. Peter

100% Attendance for 2022-
2023 School Year

16 pupils had 100% attendance!
Well done to those children
and their parents! This is an
excellent achievement! We are
hoping to see the number
achieving 100% attendance
increase this school year.

105 children had 100%
attendance in the summer
term! Well done everyonel!

2. 95.68%-Y4, St. Paul

3. 95.19%-Y6, St.
Catherine

4. 94 95%-Y3, 5t. Cecilia

5. 9479% - Y2, Faith

6. 94.76%- Y2, Fatima

7. 94.59%-Y5, St. Joseph

8. 94.21%- Y5, St.
Anthony

9. 94.00%- Y1, Wisdom

10. 93.98%-Y6, St.

Christopher

Social Tariffs: Cheaper
Broadband and Phone
Packages - Ofcom (this might
be of interest to you)

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phone
s-telecoms-and-internet/advice-
for-consumers/costs-and-
billing/social-tariffs

Attendance

Thank you for your support in
trying to build our attendance
up to our excellent pre-
pandemic levels.
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914 Mz Az Nz Nz
N ZIN 72N 71N 7)

N 71N AN

Nz Nz

ZIN 7N 7N 7N AN AN

Some Dates for this term
Friday 15* September: Staff
Training (No school).

Monday 4™ September: Staff
Mass and Staff Training (No
school).

Thursday 7th September:
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PGL Meeting for Year 6 parents 7N

(via Teams) at 5pm Al

Friday 8™ September: The N

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - School Mass (Years 2-6).
Tuesday 12t September: Open
Afternoon - Years 1 and 3,
3.30pm.

Thursday 14t September: Open
Afternoon - Years 2 and 4,
3.30pm.

Friday 15t September: Open
Afternoon - Years 5 and 6, 3.30pm
Tuesday 26 September: Year 3
to parish Mass at 9.30am.
Friday 29 September: Ss
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael,
Archangels - School Mass (Years
2-6).

Monday 2" October:

Month of the Rosary begins -
children are encouraged to bring
their rosary beads to school for

prayer. Als
Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels N
- Year 4 to Parish Mass at 9.30am. 9:5
Friday 6™ October: Our Lady of |
the Rosary and Harvest Fast Day - 9.%
School Mass in church for Years W/
2-6. Rosary beads are blessed. 7N
Monday 16" October: Year 6 trip %'i
to PGL (return on Friday 20™ :
October). %ﬁ
Wednesday 18™ October: Year 2 W
to parish Mass at 9.30am. N
Friday 20t October: Own Clothes' Als
Da 7N
Y- \
A7
AN
Monday 23 October - Friday ki
27t October: HALF-TERM (No 7N
School) s
7N
Monday 30th October and Tuesday Aly
. 7N
315t October: Judaism workshops. <l
Wednesday 15" November: Feast 7‘5
of All Saints - School Mass in s
church for Years 2-6 at 9.30am. 7N
Thursday 2™ November: Feast of a'é
All Souls - Years 5 and 6 to Mass :
at 9.30am. 3¢
Ak
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Thursday 2"4—Wednesday 8
November: Book Fair after school

Tuesday 7t November: Bring your
Dad to School AM.

Thursday 9t November: Year 3 to
parish Mass at 9.30am.

Wednesday 15" November:
Photographer in school - individual
photographs.

Tuesday 215* November: The
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - Years 5+6 to Mass
followed by Benediction.
Wednesday 22" November: Nasal
flu Immunisations.

Friday 24t November: Own
Clothes' Day - items for Christmas
Bazaar.

Thursday 30" November: Year 4
to parish Mass at 9.30am.

Friday 1s* December: Nursery
Christmas Performance AM.

Monday 4h December: School
Mass in church for Years 2-6 at
9.30am for Blessing of Advent
Wreath.

Year 1 Christmas Performance AM
(parents with babies and
toddlers).

Tuesday 5™ December: Reception
Christmas Performance AM
(parents with babies and
toddlers).

Wednesday 6t December: Year 1
Christmas Performance AM
(adults).

Thursday 7 December: Reception
Christmas Performance AM
(adults).

Friday 8™ December: The
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary - School Mass
in church for Years 3-6.

Monday 11* December:

Year 2 Carol Service for parents /
relatives, 9.30am (for Nightingale
Hospice).

Thursday 12 December:

Junior Carol Service in church,
Bpm (for the Nightingale Hospice)

- - e -
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Thursday 14t December:

Years 5 and 6 to Mass at 9.30am
followed by Confessions.

Monday 18 December: Christmas
Lunch.

Tuesday 19™h December: Christmas
Class Parties PM.

Friday 22" December: Last day of
autumn term - School Mass (Mrs.
Derwin's 19" anniversary Mass) in
church for Years 2-6.

Early Closing (12.45 Infants and
1pm Juniors). Own Clothes’ Day.
Monday 8™ January 2024: Return
to school for Spring Term.

On occasions it is necessary to
change dates. I apologise in
advance for any inconvenience this
may cause.

These are some of the prayers
we say with the children each
day in school. You might like to
say these in the morning with
your child, at meal times or
before he / she goes to bed.

Morning Offering

O My God, you love me,

You are with me night and day.
I want to love you always in all
I do and say.

T'll try to please you Father.
Bless me through the day.
rr_‘\men

Night Prayer

God our Father, I come to say,
Thank you for your love today.
Thank you for my family,

And all the things you give o
me.

ZIN ZIN

Guard me in the dark of night.
And in the morning send your
light. Amen.

Grace Before Meals

Bless us O Lord

As we sit together.

Bless the food we eat today.
Bless the hands that made the
food.

Bless us O Lord. Amen.

Grace After Meals

Thank you God

For the food we have eaten.
Thank you God

For all our friends.

Thank you God

For everything.

GOD LOVES

Y M
\L,JOVJ

N 7N 7N 7N 7N

Thank you and Best Wishes!

T would like to thank you for
your wonderful support to date
(we are truly blessed with the
support we receive from our
families) and wish you well for
the term ahead and this new
year in school. T look forward
to seeing you as the term
progresses.

Stay safe and well please.

Miss M. Creed
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Dates for 2023-2024 School
Year

Academic Year 2023 - 2024
Autumn Term

Friday 1" September -
Friday 22™ December 2023

Half - Term Monday 23
October - Friday 27
October 2023

Spring Term
Monday 8™ January -

Thursday 28" March 2024

Half -Term Monday 12 -
Friday 16™ February 2024

Summer Term
Monday 15™ April - Friday
19 July 2024

Half - Term Monday 27™
May - Friday 315" May 2024

May Bank Holiday: Monday
6™ May 2024

INSET Days
Friday 1%t September 2023

Monday 4™ September 2023
Monday 19" February 2024
Tuesday 7™ May 2024
Monday 10" June 2024

Governors' Day: Monday 22"
July 2024 (school closed)

ADMISSIONS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024

Due to the fact that there are
now fewer pupils in London
(decrease in the population of
children) and the issues with
finding affordable places to
live we currently have places in
some of our 2023/2024 class
groups.

Thank you parents for
recommending our school and
helping to build up our pupil
numbers. Please continue to
do this. We need your help!

™ 2N

9!4 Az Az Az Az Nz Az Az Az Az Az Az Nz Nz Az Az Az s 90/ Als 914 Az

N 71N

12 Mz Nz Az Nz Az Az Az Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz N
9.(‘ 91\ I~ 9.? 9.? 7N 9{" 9&’ %ﬁ' 9.(’ %g% %K 9.% %;é %ﬁ' 9.% 9.6

Dear God,

We thank you for giving us
your peace.

Help us to spread peace at
home and at school by loving
and caring for one another.
Help us to spread peace by
listening to one another, even
when we don't agree.

Help us fo spread peace by
sharing our time with those
who are lonely and who need a
friend.

Help us to spread peace by
thinking and praying for
children who have no food or
who are frightened and live in
fear.

Let us pray every day for
peace for our families, for our
friends and for ourselves.
Amen.
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Knowsley
City Learning Centres

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Ovline Safety Newsletter

The W App - Back to school photos
Anonymous polls

With the excitement of a new school year and
your child reaching a new milestone, many of us
share photos of our child online without thinking
about the associated risks. If you post online, then
try following these basic rules:

The W App is rated as 12+ in the
App store and as ‘Parental
Guidance’ on Google Play. Once an
account has been created, the user
picks their school and participates

in polls. e Don’t post any photos of your child that

show their school logo/name or recognisable
places by where they live that can make it easy
for people to find out their location.

e Never include your child’s full name.

e Are there any other children in the
pictures you share online? If yes, do you have
permission from their parent/carer to upload it?

e Would your child be happy for your
comment/photo about them to be online —
remember what might be ‘cute’ now may be ‘ ‘
embarrassing to them in the future.

e Make sure appropriate privacy settings are on.

A user can choose any school (no
verification takes place) and then
you can see all users at that school
{includes their name/year group
and profile picture if that has been
added). In the polls, users are
asked a question (for example
‘Hallway crush’) and then the user
selects one of four random people
from that school. Whilst the app
says that it is anonymous, users
can purchase a membership that
allows users to see who chose
them in a poll.

Alternatively, you could just share photos with those who you really want
to share the photo with (grandparents etc.) via WhatsApp or iMessage
rather than via social media.

You should be aware that this app
does include in app purchases and Further information
can be linked to other social media CEOP have published this article which includes advice on sharing photos of

accounts. You can block and report your child online:
other users. https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Sharing-pictures-of-

children/

Further information j L
Meta introduces more parental supervision

tools.

Internet Matters have produced an
article outlining what you need to
know about anonymous apps in

general and the risks your child Meta have announced new features for some of their products. Firstly, they

might face in using them, including have added parental supervision to Messenger (users must be 13+), which

cyberbullying. includes the ability to see who your child interacts with. Also, Meta have
added a feature to encourage teens to set time limits on Facebook (users

https://www.internetmatters.or must be 13+) and new parental supervision features on Instagram (users must

resources/anonymous-apps-guide- be 13+). Find out more here:

-p . e / : 5 :
What-parents-need-to-know https://about.fb.com/news/2023/06/parental-supervision-and-teen-time-

management-on-metas-apps/

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into.
Current as of the date released 1.9.23.



Threads (13+)

Threads was launched by Meta (creators of Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp) in July and is similar in design
to Twitter. As with Twitter, users can share text posts
(with images and videos) and then other users can
respond to create a thread. You need to have an
Instagram account to login to Threads and you must be
at least 13 years old to create an Instagram account.

For everyone 13 — 17 years old (in the UK), their account will automatically
be set as private when they join Threads. As with Instagram, users can
choose specific words to filter out of replies as well as hide comments that
may be offensive. Users can also unfollow, block and report a profile. Any
accounts that you have blocked on Instagram will automatically be blocked
on Threads as well. Users can also change their settings on Threads so
other users are unable to mention them in replies.

If you have supervision set up on Instagram for your child (aged 13 —17)
then it will automatically be set up for Threads and the same settings will
be applied, such as time limits and scheduled breaks. You can find out
more here: https://help.instagram.com/658522825492278

Threads is still being developed so new functions will be added but
currently you are unable to direct (private) message other users.

You need to be aware that your child may come across content that is not
appropriate for your child. If your child us using this app, then make sure
they know how to use the reporting/blocking facilities, that appropriate
privacy/safety settings are applied and they know to speak to a trusted
adult should they need to.

Further information

Does your child have
speech, language and
communication needs?

PEGI rate Roblox with a ‘Parental Guidance’ label (icon
shown right), this is because of the huge level of user
generated content within Roblox. It is rated for ‘Teens’

on Google Play and 12+ on the App store. :
Parent Zone understand that talking

www.pegi.info

You can either use Roblox to create games or play games about life online with a young person
that other users have created. As a lot of the content is user generated, it  FAAUCIIESS LM ENEVEREENT

may mean not all games will be suitable for your child to view/play. It is communication needs (SLCN) makes it
important to set up Parental controls appropriate to your child. difficult, so they have created a

selection of visual and spoken resource
New Roblox Checklist to help you. You can find out more
The 2023 Roblox Checklist created by SWGfL and the UK Safer Internet here:
Centre in partnership with Roblox is now available to download here:
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/new-roblox-checklist-available https://parentzone.org.uk/TalkTech









