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‘Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church 

does. The Word of God shapes our prayer and worship. 

The Bible shows us how to understand the world, how 

we are called to live and relate to each other. ’



A Partnership…

In partnership with the Bible 

Society, ‘The God Who Speaks: 

The Year of the Word’ focuses 

on celebrating, living and 

sharing God’s word 

throughout the Catholic 

Church in England and Wales.



This coming academic year the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales have designated as 'The God Who Speaks - A 

Year of the Word’ to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Verbum 

Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word 

of the Lord’, and the 1600th anniversary of the death of St 

Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin. In keeping with the 

Church’s three year cycle there will also be a specific focus on St 

Matthew’s Gospel.



The Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales has 

created a website that is dedicated to ‘The God Who Speaks - A 

Year of the Word.’ This can be found using this link -

http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/

http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/


The website contains a 

wide variety of resources 

that you can use in school, 

including various posters 

(see right) and a ‘Bible 

Basics’ section in which Fr. 

Stephen Wang provides a 

whole host of thought-

provoking ideas and Bible-

related information.



The aim of The God Who Speaks - A Year of the 

Word is: 

‘Celebrating, Living and Sharing 

God’s Word.’ 





Celebrating

Living

Sharing





The Official Launch
Monday 30th September marks the official launch of The God 

Who Speaks – The Year of the Word with Cardinal Nichols video in 

the National Gallery on the feast of  St. Jerome.

The Campaign Year will start on Sunday 1st December 2019,

the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the Church's 

Liturgical Year.



Why St. Jerome?
Patron of archaeologists, 

Biblical scholars, librarians, 

students and translators

Of all the things that made 

Jerome famous, nothing was so 

legendary as his translation of 

the Bible; he spent his entire life 

translating the scriptures from 

Hebrew and Old Latin.



The Life of St. Jerome





The Year Ahead

Following the official launch of the Year of the Word, we will 

focus on the following elements each term:

Term Focus

Autumn 2019 Celebrating God’s Word

Spring 2020 Matthew The Gospel Writer

Summer 2020 Living God’s Word

Autumn 2020 Sharing God’s Word



Term Focus

Autumn 2019 Celebrating God’s Word

Spring 2020 Matthew The Gospel Writer

Summer 2020 Living God’s Word

Autumn 2020 Sharing God’s Word

Initial plans for each term are outlined in the following slides; 

these will be added to once further resources/information are 

made available. Schools are of course welcome to use their 

own ideas which they are also encouraged to share with 

others.



Autumn 2019

Celebrating God’s Word
Proposed activities for this term:

Introduce the YOTW to staff/pupils

Organise/prepare communal display for the 
Year of the Word

Prepare for the full launch on 1st December 
2019 (further resources will become available)



Autumn 2019

Celebrating God’s Word
Proposed activities for this term:

Appoint and train Scripture Champions

Encourage pupils to take a more active role in 
their parish by becoming readers

Use of autism-friendly resources to share the 
Christmas story.



Spring 2020 

Matthew the Gospel Writer





Spring 2020 

Matthew the Gospel Writer
Proposed activities for this term:

Introduce ‘Matthew the Gospel Writer’ using 
diocesan prepared resources

World Book Day – Bible character theme

‘Moses and the Burning Bush’ recording 
(Cardinal Nichols)



Spring 2020 

Matthew the Gospel Writer
Proposed activities for this term:

Parents/pupils to share favourite scripture 
passages in first language

Passion Play based on Matthew’s Gospel

Use of autism-friendly resources to share the 
Easter story.





Summer 2020 

Living God’s Word

Proposed activities for this term:

Bible reflections led by pupils who have received 
the sacraments of First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation 

‘Scripture in our School’ review: what is its 
presence and how could it be improved?



Summer 2020 

Living God’s Word

Proposed activities for this term:

Bible presentations (or Matthew’s Gospel –
The Bible Society) to those pupils leaving 
their schools as they transition and move 

onto the next chapter of their educational 
journey/lives.



Autumn 2020 

Sharing God’s Word
Proposed activities for this term:

30th September: St. Jerome assembly on the 
1600th anniversary of his death

Use of autism-friendly resources to share the 
Christmas story

Review of the impact of the Year of the Word 
in your school.



There Is Money Available!
There are a small number of Year of the Word grants available in the following 

streams.



Grant Applications
If you have an innovative project which will inspire your pupils 

and the wider school community to engage more fully with 

scripture, the application window is open from:

1st October 2019 – 6th March 2020.

You can visit godwhospeaks.uk for more information about 

grant applications.

godwhospeaks.uk




claireoneill@rcdow.org.uk

tonygorton@rcdow.org.uk 

Please contact one of your Year of the Word 
diocesan advisers if you require further help 

or support.

mailto:claireoneill@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:tonygorton@rcdow.org.uk
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