Autumn 2025
              Year 3 St Cecilia               Parent Newsletter
Welcome to Year 3.   We do hope you and your family have had an enjoyable summer break and are refreshed and ready to begin the new school year.  
Our newsletter gives you some details on the areas of the curriculum to be covered during the autumn term.  Please note that PE sessions will be on Monday and Friday. We will continue to ask children to come to school wearing their correct St. Mary’s PE kit. The only thing they will need to change at school is their PE shoes which they can do before the lesson. Hair should be tied back and earrings should not be worn on these days.  
It would be helpful if you could also arrange for your child to bring in a box of tissues so that they are always available for the children to use in class.  
RULES
At the start of transition week, we have taken the time to talk with the children about the rules we believe will help create a happy, safe, and positive learning environment for everyone. These rules also reflect the ethos and mission statement of St. Mary’s School, helping us all live out our school values each day. Together, we have agreed on some simple expectations that are now displayed in our classroom. These include: 

· Respecting everyone – speaking and acting kindly.

· Listening carefully – to the teacher and to each other.

· No calling out – putting up hands to speak. 

· Keeping hands and feet to ourselves – being calm and safe in our movements.

· Using kind words – not saying anything hurtful or unkind. 

We have also discussed the school’s system of rewards and sanctions, so that all children understand the importance of making good choices and the consequences if they do not. 

We are proud of how positively the children have responded and look forward to a term full of learning, kindness and respect. 

HOMEWORK
Spellings, X Tables, Literacy, Numeracy, Mental Maths and Handwriting homework will be given every Wednesday to be handed in on Monday of the next week. If your child finishes it earlier and you have had a chance to look through it with them, they are very welcome to hand it in before the due date. We encourage children to take pride in their work and share it with you before bringing it in. The purpose of the homework is to reinforce learning that has taken place in class. It is also an opportunity for you to see what your child is learning.  Each week the work will be explained and we will discuss any questions that they may have. The weekly spelling test will take place during the week to allow your child to practise the spelling pattern that they have focused on in lessons. Please ensure your child has practised and learnt their spellings during the week.  Other homework may also be given relating to either RE, Science or history if required.
Now that the children are moving into KS2, a greater emphasis will be placed on being more independent and responsible. Your child’s homework is therefore an opportunity for them to take responsibility themselves; ensuring homework is always completed and handed in on time.  Please make sure your child completes every page of their homework using a pencil with neat handwriting (ballpoint pends should not be used. If they find a question tricky, they will need some adult support at home. Children have 5 days to complete their homework and make sure it is in their bag the night before. If homework is not handed in on time, children may be asked to spend a short part of their lunchtime reading silently in the classroom. Thank you for your continued support. 
READING
To further develop the children’s reading, it is imperative they have their reading book and reading record in school every Monday. They will have the opportunity to read independently and they will be encouraged to read for longer periods during the school day.

Please endeavour to read with your child for around 20 minutes each night in order to develop fluency.  Spend a little time as well discussing what has been read and asking a few questions.  This discussion not only helps a child to enjoy the experience of reading but it also improves their comprehension skills.  Reading Records are provided for date, book and comments to be added.  Please sign your child’s reading record and encourage them to write a comment about what they have read including page numbers daily. The value of home support in all these activities cannot be overestimated. Please refer to the note in your child’s reading record on how to approach reading at home. If reading records are not handed in on Monday, children will be spending a short part of their lunchtime reading silently in the classroom. 
THINKING SKILLS

We continue to use De Bono’s Thinking Hats, Habits of Mind and a variety of Thinking Maps to develop the children’s thinking skills.  Over the coming weeks, ask your child to draw one of the thinking maps and explain how we use them or what the habit of mind is for the week! 

We look forward to working in partnership with you and your child this year. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss anything.
Thank you in advance for your support,
Yours Sincerely,

Miss Tanak
Year 3 Autumn Term
	NUMERACY (following the New Curriculum)
Understand place value, ordering and rounding numbers; Understanding the relationship between the four operations x ÷   + and – 
Mental calculation strategies; Real life problems (including money); recognise fractions of shapes and numbers; relate fractions to division; find simple fractions of quantities, shape and space.
Times tables will be practised regularly. Your child also needs to revise multiplication and division facts on a daily basis at home.
LITERACY (following the New Curriculum and cross-linked with our history topic).
This term, the children will be covering recount writing (diary entries and newspaper reports), character description, and setting of stories, letter writing and information texts.
They will be given weekly spellings to learn for a test and other Literacy homework to fit in with weekly work.

There will be weekly handwriting practice, spelling test and comprehension work.

Collaborative/Guided Reading will take place regularly and the children will read in set groups.  Some children will be reading individually on a daily basis
Big Writing (creative writing) will also take place each week.
R.E.  
Creation and Covenant 

In this unit, the children will revisit the first story of Creation from the book of Genesis. They will know:
· That the Creation stories in Genesis use symbolism to explain the relationship between God, human beings, and the world. 

· That in the first account of the Creation one day is ‘made holy’. 

Judaism:
The children will spend a week exploring the Jewish faith. They will be understanding the roots of the religion and any similarities it has with Christianity. They will be looking at how the Torah is essential in the lives of the Jewish people and which days are regarded as special or holy.
	ICT

Children will be using computer programming software to programme devices and explore different techniques using set formulas. 
ART
The children will look at art through Ancient Egypt. They will be exploring the use of water colours, pastels and paints and find ways to mix colours to add tones and shadow effects.  
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
The children will design, paint and sew a piece of bunting which will have an Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic letter on. They will be using different sewing skills to add details and patterns on their cloth.
RSE Using the Collective Worship and RSE Life to the Full programmes from the TEN TEN resources.
LKS2 Module One: Created and Loved by God explores the individual. Rooted in the teaching that we are made in the image and likeness of God, it helps children to develop an understanding of the importance of valuing themselves as the basis for personal relationships:

Unit 1 – Religious Understanding picks up the story of Kester which began in Key Stage One. Through story and discussion, children will learn that they are designed for a purpose and how they should live in light of this. A second session unpacks the Sacraments of Baptism and Reconciliation as a foretaste of heaven and a wonderful part of our relationship with God.

In Unit 2 – Me, My Body, My Health, children meet animated character, AJ, who will reappear throughout this scheme of work. In this unit, children will learn to celebrate similarities and differences, and to appreciate and look after their bodies as gifts from God. Teaching also covers specific physical and emotional changes during puberty, and that growing from boys and girls to men and women is part of God’s loving plan for creation.

Unit 3 – Emotional Well-Being helps children to understand the difference between feelings and actions, how to manage them and what they can do to help themselves stay emotionally healthy. In this unit, media is discussed as a ‘fake reality’ and God’s love for us is presented as a better basis for our self-confidence. Finally, children will identify unacceptable behaviours and learn to build resilience against negative feelings by practising thankfulness.

Returning to an allegorical story from Kester’s Adventures which establishes that we were handmade by God with our parents help, Unit 4 – Life Cycles explores the miraculous nature of human conception and birth and offers an opportunity for thanksgiving. 
MUSIC
This term we will be focusing on different areas of music including:

-understanding rhythm

-creating pace

-performance of solo and group pieces.

P.E. 
The PE tutor will be providing the children with different skills in football and athletics looking at perfecting techniques and improving performance. 

SCIENCE

Plants and the function of the parts of a plant. The children will be focusing on giving scientific explanations as to why and how plants grow and are alive. 

HISTORY  

Ancient Egyptians

Children find out about the lives of the Ancient Egyptians. They will be studying how they lived and worshipped and explore their burial techniques.



