Year 4 Summer Newsletter 2026


Dear Parents/Guardians.                                                                                                                            
 As we enter this exciting but final stretch of your child’s last term in year four, I would like to take this opportunity to say that it has been exciting, interesting, fun and above all full of hope and joy watching as each child worked hard and made progress in all areas of the curriculum at their individual level. They have been a wonderful class to teach and it will be quite hard to see them leave in the final week of July.
Reading: We need to continue to work together to ensure that our children read ‘outside’ the classroom environment and develop a passionate love for reading books overall. This can only really be achieved with your support.
Even in year four children still need to be listened to reading by an adult daily. They need to engage with an adult talking about events in the book and making predictions about what might happen next. Our children really require ‘conversation’ so that they are able to develop their speaking and explaining skills, answering selected questions in full sentences and doing this at home with an adult, is the perfect setting for ensuring the continued development in this area, which school works towards consolidating every day. 
Please ensure that your child reads every day with you. 15 minutes every night, is ample time to engage with a book with an adult supporting. Evidence shows that children who read as often as possible, not only become fluent and expressive readers, they are also good spellers and good writers who have creative flair.
Your child’s ‘Reading record’ is provided for you the parent to write the date, book read and any additional comments you would like to write about the way your child approached the reading of the pages read each night.  Reading records should not be signed by the child! Please encourage your child to remind you to fill in and sign their records daily after you have read with them. 
If you as the parent are unsure  of what questions to ask your child, as you listen to them read, please consult our parents evening power point which is on our website, where you will find a host of questions under the ‘Reading’ section. 
Homework: Homework will continue to be given out each Tuesday and will still consist of literacy, numeracy and spellings.  RE homework will comprise of a booklet that is dated  for each week’s homework across the branch of work being studied each term. We ask that parents support their child with this work at home, as the work connects to some scripture passages which your child may need further support deepening their understanding of its meaning.
Science or Topic homework may also be given whenever necessary. We expect the homework to be returned on the Monday of the following week. Please check that your child’s homework has been completed by them, even though they may attend our homework club, so please sign it at the top. Homework club takes place on a TUESDAY after school. If your child will not attend on Tuesday, may I ask that you call the school before 3pm to let me know, as once I am in the playground dismissing children, it is difficult to collect your child if you arrive to pick them up. Please note that the children are expected to behave and respond appropriately with the adults who lead this club. Failure to do so, could result in the child’s place being withdrawn.
Importance of this term- MULTIPLICATION TABLES TEST.
At some point during this term your child will sit the government times table test. Please note WE WILL NOT TELL YOU THE EXACT DATE THAT THIS WILL TAKE PLACE AS WE WANT TO AVOID PUTTING THE CHILDREN UNDER ANY UNDUE PRESSURE, WHICH CAN RESULT IN NERVOUSNESS. 
What we require of you as the parents/guardians, is that you support your child at home learning their tables, so to they have a better chance of achieving the best results they can. May I take this opportunity to point out that we do not receive individual scores for the children. When the results are published the school just receives an overall grading.
Each morning the children use the iPads in class to revise and consolidate their times table skills. If your child is late for school, please note that they will unfortunately not have the opportunity to get this extra practice in each day. School gates open at 8.40, to allow for what we call a soft start. Using these minutes for extra input to learning is always valuable.

RE
Our RE topics for this term are: To the Ends of the Earth and in Spring 2 the topic of ‘Dialogue and Encounter. Your children will be given set homework tasks on these themes as well as scripture passages which we ask whenever possible, that you support your child at home with discussing them further.
General Curriculum
Enclosed with this newsletter is the Summer overview showing the curriculum coverage specific to this term.  Our Geography coverage is a new topic entitled ‘Europe’. We look forward to exploring this exciting topic as it provides the children with a little understanding of our European neighbours. Our Science topics will be ‘States of matter’ and ‘Sound’.   French will continue to be taught weekly by Mrs. Ramdarshan.
PE: This will take place every Monday and Thursday with a specialist PE coach. We will continue with the children coming to school only on our designated PE day, dressed in their full, correct PE kit. This means your child will need to have the school tracksuit bottom and sweatshirt with our school logo, under which they are expected to wear their white St Mary’s PE top and shorts. 
Children should wear their normal black school shoes to school and bring their black trainers or plimsolls in their small PE bags to change into. Under no circumstance should the children wear their trainers to school, as these items of footwear are not part of our daily school uniform. 
Last term, we saw an increase of children flaunting the rules and coming to school with their trainers already on and no shoes to change into. Parents, may I draw your attention to the fact that this is not school policy, as stated previously and that, we require your support with ensuring that your child is appropriately attired
All earrings should be removed on PE days prior to coming to school. If for some reason your child has to keep their studs in, these should be very carefully taped over at home. If there are any changes to PE timetabling, we shall inform the children and try our best to inform you via text message/letter, whichever is deemed more appropriate. This change usually happens on days when we go to mass.
Thinking skills, speaking and listening skills, habits of mind & thinking maps                                                      
Oracy, is one of our key curriculum drivers here at St. Mary’s. We aim on a day to day basis through the use of questioning using the Edward de Bono ‘hat questions’ as our basis, to develop the children’s ability to speak and think with clarity, articulating their thoughts and opinions with confidence in all school settings. This is then further supported by the use of thinking maps and habits of mind as key features in every lesson taught.  Each literacy lesson includes a reading task and related comprehension activities that involve, retrieval, summarising, vocabulary and inference skills, which provide for opportunities for your child to both read aloud and structure good oral responses to relevant questions.

Classroom Environment 
CLASS RULES
Each term we review, recall and revise where necessary our class rules. By now these rules are embedded and the children understand that they’re there to help them to learn and work in a happy and positive environment, with mutual respect for everything in their classroom and around the school as well as respect for all adults who work in the school, irrespective of their role, Our Catholic social Teaching module ‘Dignity of the Worker’ helps to reinforce to the children the value of all staff in the school, irrespective of their job title and how without each part of this circle, our school community cannot be the place it is or work as well as it does.  Additionally, the rules reflect the ethos and mission statement of St. Mary’s school. These are now displayed in our classroom. The school’s rewards and sanctions for good and poor behaviour continue to apply and both children and parents should realise that we treat any sanctions that need to be administered as serious and affect the child’s learning

Mrs Vuksanaj and Mrs McCrae continue to be the teaching assistants who work alongside the class teachers to support our children’s learning. Each week they ensure that your child receives additional support with reading. If the reading records are not being signed nightly, or at all, they will draw your attention to this by placing a ‘Read regularly please’ sticker, inside the reading record,
Main Class Rules
· Keep hands, feet and objects to ourselves
· Show good manners and consideration to everyone at all times
· Be responsible for own behaviour
· Follow instructions the first time
THE MOST IMPORTANT WORD IN OUR CLASS IS RESPECT!

Sports Day
Details of the date and time of our Junior Sports Day will be sent out at a later date by Mrs Martin (HT) in an upcoming newsletter. Please look out for it.

End of year trip
Our end of year trip is to the theatre to see Hercules. Thank you to all the parents who have paid up to date. If you have not done so as yet could you please contact Mrs Bertolino in the office as soon as possible.
Further details surrounding this trip will be sent out nearer the date.

Finally                                                                                                               
If you have any concerns over this last term, please do not hesitate to speak to Mrs Martin who is at the gate every morning. Otherwise if it is something pressing please contact me by calling the school office, leaving a message with the staff. I will then aim to respond as soon as possible. Alternatively, please send a little note in your child’s reading record and remind your child to inform me that there is a note, so that I am able to read it and respond accordingly. Please be patient if you do not get an immediate response, as daily teaching life can be quite hectic, and well-meaning actions are sometimes pushed to the following day. I will always aim to try my best and respond on the same day. 


Your continued support is very much appreciated. and we look forward to having another successful term with your child. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kind regards    Ms Crooy Year 4 teacherIMPORTANT REMINDER TO PARENTS
PLEASE send in a box of tissues for the children to use in the class. We tend to go through quite a few boxes due to all the coughs and sneezes that we have throughout the season and would really appreciate your kindness and generosity with sending a box in.             






