Spring Term 2025-2026 Year 5 Parent Newsletter
Welcome to the spring term in Year 5.  Firstly, we would like to wish you all a Happy New Year; we hope that you and the children had a good break over the holidays. Thank you very much for your generosity at Christmas time – the cards and gifts were greatly appreciated. 
Children should continue to follow the rules that were set at the beginning of the school year and respect the school’s ethos and mission statement. Children have been working hard to respect these rules.
During this term in Literacy we will continue to read Why the Whales Came. We will be reading chapters weekly, focusing on developing a full understanding of the book. We will continue with our Big Writes, which children are making great progress in. These will be followed up with SPAG lessons, which children will use to up-level their own paragraphs. It is all about editing to produce a final piece of writing that the children have worked on to include their weekly learning. 
In Numeracy, we will be using the objectives set out in the 2014 Curriculum. We will be focusing on fractions (including decimals and percentages), measurement and statistics this term. We ask that you encourage your children to learn and know their multiplication tables as well as the inverse. This is extremely important. 
The topic through which Religious Education will be taught this half term is Galilee to Jerusalem. They will be able to explore the ‘new law’ given by Jesus, his summary of the law of Moses, and the transfiguration of the Jesus, where the disciples Peter, James and John see him accompanied by Elijah, the greatest of the prophets and Moses, the giver of the Law. Pupils will also look at how Jesus shows the love of neighbour in action through one of his parables and the Our Father as the perfect prayer and summary of the whole gospel
In Topic, we will be studying deserts. During this unit children will be able to Identify the lines of latitude where hot desert biomes are located. Describe the characteristics of a hot desert biome. Locate the largest deserts in each continent. Describe ways the Mojave Desert is used. Name and describe the physical features found in a desert. Identify how humans use the desert. Explain how human activity may contribute to the changing climate and landscape of a desert. Recognise that the Mojave Desert has a different time zone to the UK. Describe some of the threats to deserts. Give the benefits and drawbacks of living in a desert environment. Identify characteristics of two contrasting biomes and compare land use and Discuss if a desert environment is hospitable and why.
·  The science topics we will be exploring are Animals including humans and Living things and their habitats. Children will take part in a range of investigations to support their understanding of the subject. There may be extra Science homework given to help with these areas.  
PE lessons are scheduled on Tuesday and Friday for St Anthony and scheduled on Monday and Thursday for St Joseph, with Non-Stop Action. Hair should be tied back and earrings should not be worn on these days.  Please arrange for your child to have a complete and correct P.E. kit in school, including the correct footwear and ensure that all items are clearly labelled with their name in the correct school PE bag. PE kits cannot be shared or borrowed from friends or siblings.  
We will continue using the Thinking Skills: Thinking Hats and Habits of Mind, which are incorporated in all lessons. These give children the opportunity to think about different areas of the curriculum focusing on particular channels of thinking. Please encourage your child to discuss how these are used to help them in their learning.  
Homework will be given out on a Wednesday and should be completed and returned to school the following Monday. If you feel that there is a problem, please write a comment on the front of the homework booklet. Homework club to being again this term, every Wednesday. 
Please ensure that your child continues to read at least 5 times a week for at least 20 minutes and that an adult has heard them.  Their reading record should be signed each night and returned to school each day. Every child’s reading record will be checked every Wednesday.  Additionally, please try to read to your child as this will help to foster a love of reading.
Please continue to send in boxes of tissues for the children to use throughout the term. Thank you to those parents who have already sent in tissues last term.
We hope that your child will have an enjoyable term.  Meanwhile, should you have any concerns regarding your child, please feel free to speak to me any time after school.
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