Summer 2025-2026 Year 5 Parent Newsletter

Welcome back!  We hope you all had a good Easter break and are ready for an exciting new term!
Children should continue to follow the rules that were set at the beginning of the school year and respect the school’s ethos and mission statement. Children have been working hard to respect these rules.
During this term in Literacy, we will be studying our class novel ‘Why the whales came’. The children will read, use their inferencing skills, answer comprehensions questions based on the text and complete challenges based on the writing. The children read each week in class and have their own library book which they can change each week. In writing the children will be writing Diary entries, reports, recounts, play scripts, speeches and poems. In SPAG, the children will be covering all the grammar and punctuation associated with year 5, building on their prior knowledge.  

In Numeracy, we will be using the objectives set out in the 2014 Curriculum. Throughout the term, we will focus specifically on shape, position and direction, decimals, negative numbers, converting units and volume. We ask that you encourage your children to learn and know their multiplication tables.
The topic through which Religious Education will be taught this half term is To the Ends of the Earth. The children will retell the events of Pentecost, recognise the signs and gifts of the Holy Spirit, make links between scripture and the Sacrament of Confirmation and consider how it helps a Christian grow in virtue. They should be able explain what discipleship means, and explain how different saints show discipleship. The children will attend regular masses which you are most welcome to attend.
In History, we will be studying the Ancient Maya civilisation, their culture and way of life. The children will be able to where the Maya lived and to order a timeline, showing how the population of the Maya changed over time due to natural disasters, war and invasions of territory. They will explore the significance of the Maya including the creation of their calendar, their writing techniques and trade. We will also explore the sports they played, the jewellery they created and where they are today,
The science topics we will be exploring are Earth and Space and Forces. Children will take part in a range of investigations to support their understanding of the subject. There may be extra Science homework given to help with these areas.  In Earth and Space, the children will be describing the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the Sun in the Solar system. They will also be describing the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth and the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies. The children will also use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the Sun across the sky. In Forces, children will be explaining that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the forces of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object. The children will also identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction that act between moving surfaces. The children will also recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 
PE lessons are scheduled on Monday and Thursday for St. Joseph and Tuesday and Friday for St. Anthony, with Non-Stop Action. We will be focusing on Athletics and Rounders this term. Hair should be tied back and earrings should not be worn on these days.  Please arrange for your child to have a complete and correct P.E. kit in school and ensure that all items are clearly labelled with their name in the correct school PE bag. PE kits cannot be shared or borrowed from friends or siblings. Year 5 is timetabled for swimming sessions on Friday. Children are expected to wear the correct clothing required for the swimming programme otherwise they will not be allowed to enter the pool. Girls: A one-piece swimming costume (no bikinis or leotards), a swimming hat for long hair and a towel. Boys: A pair of trunks (swimming shorts or sports shorts that are loose fitting or finish below the hip are not suitable because they can hinder the progress of a pupil, fall off or fill up with air and tip the pupil over), a swimming hat for long hair and a towel. If your child would like to wear goggles, a signed permission letter must be handed in.

This term we are once again joined by Enfield Sings, who will be practicing a variety of different songs with the children. Both classes will attend rehearsals together on Wednesday afternoons throughout the summer term. By the end of the term the children will then perform an Enfield Sings concert for the school and for parents. We do kindly ask that you support your child with their singing and any practice of songs at home. I am sure the children will appreciate your attendance to their performance when it comes around later this term. 
We will continue using the Thinking Skills: Thinking Hats and Habits of Mind, which are incorporated in all lessons. These give children the opportunity to think about different areas of the curriculum focusing on particular channels of thinking. Please encourage your child to discuss how these are used to help them in their learning.  
Homework will be given out on a Wednesday and should be completed and returned to school the following Monday. Children are given homework on Purple Mash and in a booklet. Both must be returned on time. Homework club will continue to run this term, every Wednesday. 
Please ensure that your child continues to read at least 5 times a week for at least 20 minutes and that an adult has heard them.  Their reading record should be signed each night and returned to school each day. Every child’s reading record will be checked every Wednesday.  Additionally, please try to read to your child as this will help to foster a love of reading.
We have completely run out of tissues and would be grateful if you could send in a box with your child.   Children regularly need tissues and having a continuous supply is very helpful.  Thank you very much to the parents who have already sent in boxes of tissues in the spring term.  

We hope that your child will have an enjoyable term. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns about your child.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr Dixon and Miss Chafla
